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December 7, 1998

United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Document Control Desk
Washington, DC 20555

Operating License DPR-74
Docket No. 50-316

Document Control Manager:

In accordance with the criteria established by 10 CFR 50.73 entitled Licensee Event

Report System (LER), the following interim report is being submitted:

LER 316/98-007-00, “High Energy Line Break Effects On Auxiliary Feedwater

System.”

No commitments have been identified in the attached document.

Sincerely, ’
J. R. Sampson
Site Vice President
/mbd
Attachment
c. J. L. Caldwell (Acting), Region 1li
R.P. Powers
P. A. Barrett
J. B. Kingseed
R. Whale
D. Hahn

Records Center, INPO
NRC Resident Inspector
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In July 1895, the fire door/High Energy Line Break (HELB) door for the startup blowdown flash tank room was blocked
open for approximately 39 hours to allow draining of the Essential Service Water (ESW) header. At the time, the condition
was evaluated and it was concluded that the condition was acceptable for up to 72 hours. This conclusion was based
upon the assumption that the HELB would be detected and isolated within 10 minutes and that the line break would not
result in automatic actions.

As part of the recent Auxiliary Feedwater (AFW) System Safety System Functional Inspection, the assumption that the
break would be isolated within 10 minutes was revisited and determined not to be valid. A subsequent review of
Westinghouse WCAP 10861 revealed that automatic action, a reactor trip, would occur at 12 minutes into the event.

Based on the new information, on November 6, 1998 it was determined that a HELB in the startup blowdown flash tank
room would potentially expose the motor control centers (MCC) in the area to a steam environment and higher
temperatures than they are qualified to withstand. Auxiliary Feedwater would potentially be lost because the valves which
supply ESW to the AFW pumps are located on these MCCs. It was determined that thls condition represented a condition
outside the design bases, reportable under 10 CFR §0.73 (a)(2)(ii)(B).

lnvestlgatlon into this condition and potential effects of the increased temperature and steam environment on required
equipment is ongoing, and is expected to be completed by February 20, 1999. An update to this interim LER will be
submitted by March 10, 1999.
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