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In March, 1998, while. investigating a different issue, Engineering noted a potential problem involving the use of the
Reactor Coolant Pump (RCP) seals as an alternate emergency boration flow path, which utilizes the Boric Acid Storage
Tank (BAST) as the injection source. The BAST is maintained at a temperature above the vendor's recommended
maximum RCP seal water injection temperature, and the extended use of this flow path could result in the seal water
injection temperature exceeding the recommended maximum. After evaluation of the potential impact of this condition, it
was determined that this represented an unanalyzed condition, reportable under 10CFR50.72(b)(2)(i), and an ENS
notification was made on April 1, 1998. This interim LER is therefore submitted under 10CFR50.72(a)(2)(ii).

Operation of the alternate emergency boration flow path utilizing boric acid from the BAST at the high end of its possible
temperature range could result in damage to the RCP seals, which in turn, could result in seal leak-off flow rates beyond
the seal injection capabilities. Westinghouse has provided technical input on this issue, which clarified the plant design
capability with respect to emergency boration. Evaluation of the Westinghouse input is continuing, as is evaluation of the
safety significance of this condition.

Due to the complexity of the issue, It is expected that an update to this LER will be issued by October 31, 1998.
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