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On February 17, 1998, it was determined that the Unit 1 hydrogen recombiner surveillance requirement (SR)
4.6.4.2.b4 was not met on June 17, 1997. SR 4.6.4.2.b4 requires verification of the integrity of all heater electrical
circuits associated with the electric hydrogen recombiners by performing a continuity and resistance to ground test
immediately following a system functional test and achieving a minimum resistance of 10,000 ohms. On June 17,
1997, the timing of the resistance measurement was not in accordance with the T/S requirement to immediately
perform the resistance to ground test. This event is being reported under 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(i)(B) as an operation or
condition prohibited by the plant Technical Specifications (T/Ss).

The cause of this event was determined to be an inadequate surveillance procedure. Additionally, Westinghouse
verified that the acceptance criteria is based on the resistance test being performed at ambient temperatures.
Therefore, a T/S change has been submitted. Upon approval of the T/S, the surveillance procedure will be revised to
reflect the new T/S, and the unit 1 hydrogen recombiners will be retested in accordance with the new procedure. The
test will be completed prior to the unit achieving mode 2.

Based on a review of past surveillance data, no instances were found where the unit 1 recombiners were returned to
service with resistance values less than the required T/S minimum. Based on this information, there is reasonable
assurance that the recombiners would have performed their intended design function. Therefore, this event had no
significant safety consequences for the plant or the health and safety of the public.
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D of Even
On February 17, 1998, it was determined that the Unit 1 T/S requirement to measure the hydrogen recombiner
heater element resistance to ground immediately after performing the functional test was not met on June 17, 1997.
The acceptance criteria for this surveillance is that the resistance to ground must be at least 10,000 ohms. The
resistance to ground for the Unit 1 recombiner was measured 30 minutes after completion of the functional test and
was found to be 6,000 ohms, 4000 ohms less than the T/S minimum. A second set of readings was taken
approximately l*hour after the initial readings and were acceptable. The timing of the measurements was not in
accordance with the T/S requirement to immediately perform the resistance to ground test.

The cause of this event was determined to be an inadequate surveillance procedure. Unit 1 T/S surveillance
4.6.4.2.b.4 requires that continuity and resistance to ground testing be performed immediately following the
functional test (T/S surveillance 4.6.4.2.b.3) to verify the integrity of the heater electrical circuits. Procedure 12EHP
4030.STP.206 has a note that says the resistance test must be performed immediately after the functional test,
however, no directions are given as to how the immediately criteria is to be met. The procedure does not require
that the start and stop times between tests be recorded and no definition of "immediately" is provided.

Anal s s o he Eve
This event was reported on February 17,1998 via ENS at 1602 hours EST under 10CFR 50.72(a)(2)(i) as a
condition found while shutdown that had it been found while the reactor was operating would have resulted in the
nuclear power plant being in an unanalyzed condition. An interim LER was submitted on March 19, 1998. This LER
is submitted in accordance with 10CFR 50.73(a)(2)(i)(B) as an operation or condition prohibited by the plants T/Ss.

The Unit 2 T/Ss, which were based on the Standard Westinghouse T/Ss in use at the time, do not have the
requirement to perform the resistance test immediately following the functional test. No basis for performing the
surveillance immediately following the functional test could be found.

Westinghouse has identified that the resistance increases as the equipment temperature decreases. Additionally,
Westinghouse determined that the T/S acceptance criteria is based on the resistance test being performed with the
heater elements at ambient temperature. Therefore, it was determined that the T/S requirement to immediately
perform the resistance test was an error.

Based on a review of past surveillance data taken between 1989 and present, no instances were found where the
Unit 1 recombiners were returned to service with resistance values less than the required T/S minimum. In addition,
the data review did not indicate any other occasion where it was necessary to take a second set of readings.
Therefore, although the T/S requirement was not complied with literally, there is reasonable assurance that the
recombiners would have performed their intended design function.
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Unit 1 hydrogen recombiners were declared inoperable.

A T/S change has been submitted to remove the word "immediately" from the surveillance requirement.

The recombiner surveillance procedures willbe revised to include a specific recombiner temperature prior to
performing the resistance checks. The procedures will be revised after the TIS change has been received and prior
to mode 2.

Both Unit 1 hydrogen recombiners will be tested in accordance with the revised surveillance procedures prior to
mode 2.
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