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On March 5, 1998, as part of the investigation of Information Notice 97-10, Liner Plate Corrosion in Concrete
Containments, an inspection of the steel containment liner identified pitting which resulted in the thickness of the steel
containment liner to be less than 0.250 inches. With pitting of this magnitude the steel containment liner would
potentially not meet the stress assumptions made in the design basis. This event was reported in accordance with 10
CFR 50.72(b)(2)(i), as a condition which was found while the reactor was shutdown, which if it had been found while
the reactor was operating, would have resulted in the nuclear power plant being in an unanalyzed condition, outside
the design basis. The ENS notification was made at 1522 hours EST on March 5, 1998. This LER is being submitted
in accordance with 10 CFR 50.73(a)(2)(ii).

The location of the pitting is at the bottom of the containment near where the vertical section of liner joins the
horizontal section and is in close proximity to the seal located between the concrete floor slab and the steel liner. The
specific corrosion mechanism has not yet been determined. However, the seal between the liner and the concrete
stab has deteriorated, which indicates a potential for moisture intrusion or seal material interaction. Analysis is
underway to determine the significance of the pitting and repair plans will be developed based on this analysis. A
follow-up report will be submitted by June 5, 1998.


