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On January 22, 1998, with Unit 1 in Mode 5, while personnel were touring the Unit 1 containment it was noted that
one of the ice condenser flow passages contained a large amount of frost and ice. A subsequent inspection of the
ice condensers for both units identified that there were restricted flow passages in each units'ce condenser bays,
primarily in radial rows adjacent to the containment wall. As the Technical Specifications allows no more than one
restricted flow passage, this was determined to constitute an unanalyzed condition. An ENS notification was made on
January 28, 1998 at 1706 hours under 10CFR50.72(b)(2)(ii). This interim LER is submitted in accordance with
10CFR50.73(a)(2)(ii) as an unanalyzed condition found while the reactor was shutdown.

Briefly, each ice condenser consists of 24 bays containing 81 ice baskets apiece, covering an arc of 300 degrees in
the containment structure. Each ice basket is approximately 12 inches across and 48 feet long, filled with borated
ice. The flow passages between the baskets must be kept free of obstruction to assure even steam flow through the
ice beds during the post LOCA period.

The investigation into this condition continues. Subsequent to the discovery of the blocked ice condenser flow
passages, additional issues were identified which impacted aspects of the ice condenser and its function. These
issues are being reviewed in parallel with the flow passage issue to ensure that the cumulative effect of these
conditions is evaluated.

It is expected that an update to this interim LER will be submitted by March 31, 1998.


