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On January 22, 1998, with Units 1 and 2 in Mode 5, personnel discovered screw heads in the ice condenser ice melt
system trash filter. The screws were apparently from the Unit 1 ice condenser ice basket coupling rings, and a
decision was made to conduct inspections of a sample of baskets in both units. A follow-up inspection performed on
a sample of ice baskets identified baskets which were missing more than the maximum allowable number (4) of
screws per coupling ring at the bottom rim of the basket. This was determined to constitute an unanalyzed condition,
and an ENS notification was made on February 14, 1998 at 0800 hours under 10CFR50.72(b)(2)(i) and interim LERs
were submitted on February 23, 1998 and March 31, 1998 under 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(ii).

The safety significance of a basket ejection during a postulated accident due to missing screws on bottom basket
rims has been evaluated by Westinghouse. This review concluded that the possibility of ice baskets or ice basket
columns ejecting from the ice bed is extremely remote, and if it were to happen, the resulting configuration would not
have prevented the ice condenser from performing its function.

The investigation into this condition continues. A decision was made to melt out both units'ce condensers and
perform an inspection of the ice baskets, including verification that coupling screws are in place. The melt out of the
Unit 1 ice condenser has been completed and inspections are about to commence. Samples of basket screws and
screw heads removed from the Unit 1 ice melt system in March have undergone metallurgical analysis. The full
results of the metallurgical analysis are also under review. An update to this interim LER willbe submitted by July
31, 1998.


