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April 3, 1998

United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Document Control Desk
Washington, DC 20555

Operating Licenses DPR-58
Docket No. 50-315

Document Control Manager:

In accordance with the criteria established by 10 CFR 50.73 entitled Licensee Event
Report System, the following report is being submitted:

98-006-01

Sincerely,

J'Q.Q -

R. Sampson:
Site Vice President
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U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
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FACILITY NAME ¢1) . DOCKET HUMBER (2) Page 1 of 1
Donald C. Cook Nuclear Plant - Unit 1 50-315
TITLE (4) .
Interim LER - Ice Basket Weighing Option Resuits in Potential Unanalyzed Codition
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ABSTRACT (Limit to 1400 spaces, i.e., approximately 15 single-spaced typewritten lines) (16)

On February 25, 1998, an ENS notification was made in accordance with 10CFR50.72(b)(2)(l), for a condition found while the
reactor was shutdown, which if it had been found while the reactor was operating, could have resulted in the plant being in an
unanalyzed condition. This notification was the result of an issue raised in late January, 1998, regarding the basis for a step in
the ice basket weighing procedure which allowed for up to 60 baskets to be unpinned at a time for weighing during modes 3 and
4. A search for the basis for the prooedural step was conducted and no documentation could be located. It was subsequently
determined that the plant could have been in an unanalyzed condition during the periods when that specific portion of the .

procedure was performed.

Ice baskets are no longer unpinned during modes 3 and 4. Cognizant plant personnel recall that this procedural step has not
been used in more than ten years. Archive records have been searched, and it cannot be established from these records when
the last time baskets may have been unpinned in this manner. Basket unpinning is no longer necessary for the performance of

the weighing procedure and the procedure has been revised to eliminate this option.

The safety significance of a basket ejection during a postulated accident has been partially evaluated by Westinghouse. It was
determined that if unobstructed baskets are not secured at the bottom rim, they could eject 13'5" into the upper plenum area of
the ice condenser due to postulated accident blowdown forces. The upward displacement would not be enough to open steam
bypass flow routes around the ice bed during the initial dynamic phase of the accident blowdown, and the ice would remain in the
upper portion of the ice condenser for heat removal during the long term heat decay phase of the LOCA. The significance of

potential impacts of baskets on the intermediate deck structure will require further evaluation.

An update to this interim LER will be submitted by May 31, 1998.

SR Y ER T e NS A W .,

e W w R s e

PREE

[ R A R

e moaeaw v caRi Ay

B e e LAt N R L

O Rt |






