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On February 24, 1998, Cook was informed by the Senior Resident Inspector that the Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulations
(NRR) had provided a position concerning PORV operability requirements in Modes 1, 2, and 3. NRR concluded that the
emergency backup air supply system must be op'arable in those modes for the applicable Pressurizer Power Operated Relief
Valves (PORVs) to be operable. As a result of this conclusion, one of the Unit 2 PORVs, 2-NRV-152, could have been
inoperable from March 9, 1994 to October 5, 1994. This interim LER is being submitted under 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(ii) as an
unanalyzed condition outside the design basis.

Technical Specification (T/S) 3.4.11, R r I li f V I - r in, contains a surveillance requirement to
verify the operation of the solenoid air control valves and check valves in the PORV control system. The previous interpretation
of this surveillance requirement was that successful completion of the surveillance assured operability of the PORVs during Low
Temperature Overpressure Protection (LTOP) operations, primarily Modes 4 and 5. This interpretation was considered to be
consistent with the SER issued for T/S Amendments 176 and 161 for Units 1 and 2, respectively. Since the T/S Action
Statement was not entered due to the interpretation regarding the emergency air supply system, Unit 2 was potentially in a T/S
3.0.3 condition during the period when 2-NRV-152 was inoperable. Following an internal review of NRR's position, this condition
was determined reportable under 10CFR50.72 (b)(2)(I) and an ENS notification was made at 1826 hours on March 4, 1998.

Unit 2-NRV-152 was repaired and restored to operable status in October of 1994. Therefore, the condition being reported no
longer exists. This event is currently being evaluated from both a technical and licensing perspective.

It is expected that an update to this interim LER will be submitted by May 29, 1998.


