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On February 11, 1998, it was determined that the ice condenser weights used to determine compliance with Technical
Specifications may not constitute a representative sample. This was determined reportable under 10CFR50.72 (b) (2) (i),
and an ENS notification was made at 1618 hours on February 11 ~

1988. This interim LER is being submitted under
10CFR50.73 (a) (2) (ii) as an unanalyzed condition that could significantly compromise plant safety.

Technical Specifications require that the ice condenser be divided into three groups of baskets and that the average ice
weight of sample baskets from radial rows 1, 2, 4, 6, 8, and 9 in each group contain at least 1333 pounds (Ibs)/basket at a
95 percent confidence level. (Note: during the recent outage we received a Technical Specification amendment that
changed the requirement from 1220 Ibs/basket to 1333 Ibs/basket). In addition, the Technical Specifications require a total
ice condenser ice weight of 2,590,000 pounds. Compliance with the Technical Specifications had previously been
demonstrated by a statistical analysis of sample ice basket weights which were considered representative, even though
some baskets are unweighable, as acknowledged by both the Technical Specifications and the UFSAR. Visual surveys of
ice baskets indicate that some baskets in both units, predominantly in radial rows 9, but also radial row 8 and azimuthal row
5, show greater than expected ice loss due to sublimation.

Both units'ce condensers are presently inoperable due to ongoing maintenance. We are currently collecting data on the
weights of baskets that have not been weighed recently to determine whether the current sample is representative for both
units. An update to this interim LER will be issued by May 1, 1998.


