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On August 26, 1997, with Unit 2 at 100 percent Rated Thermal Power, it was determined that the unit had operated
outside its design basis during the Unit 2 1996 refueling outage. It was determined that this event was reportable
under 10 CFR 50.72(b)(1)(ii)(B) as a condition outside the design basis, and an ENS notification was made at 1533
hours on August 26, 1997. An interim LER was submitted pursuant to 10 CFR 50.73(a)(2)(ii) as a condition outside
the design basis on September 22, 1997.

Per the Updated Final Safety Analysis Report (UFSAR), the design of the spent fuel pool (SFP) heat exchanger is
based on a maximum Component Cooling Water (CCW) inlet temperature of 95 degrees Fahrenheit. A safety
evaluation was performed for the 1996 Unit 2 refueling outage full core oNoad which was based on a maximum CCW
inlet temperature of 90 degrees Fahrenheit to the heat exchanger, and an administrative limitof 90 degrees CCW
temperature was imposed. The 10 CFR 50.72 notification and interim LER were submitted because it was thought at
the time that the 90 degree Fahrenheit limit had not been properly reviewed under 10 CFR 50.59, thus making an
unauthorized change to the plant's design basis.

Upon subsequent review, it has been determined that the 90 degrees Fahrenheit CCW limit and associated
administrative controls had been properly reviewed pursuant to 10 CFR 50.59, and an unreviewed safety question did
not exist. A change to the UFSAR was not necessary, since it was a temporary change to the plant. For this reason,
the interim LER submitted on September 25, 1997, as LER 316/97-004-00 is being retracted.
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Conditions Prior to Event
Unit 2 was in Mode 1 at 100 percent Rated Thermal Power.

Descri tion of Event
During the NRC Architect Engineering Inspection, a question was raised regarding whether or not an Unreviewed
Safety Question Determination (USQD) had been performed for a change to Component Cooling Water (CCW)
temperature during the Unit 2 1996 refueling outage. Specifically, CCW system temperature was administratively
controlled at 90 degrees Fahrenheit to support the thermal analysis for the spent fuel pool during the Unit 2 1996
refueling outage full core oNoad.

Per the Updated Final Safety Analysis Review (UFSAR), the design of the spent fuel pool (SFP) heat exchanger is
based on a maximum CCW inlet temperature of 95 degrees Fahrenheit. A safety evaluation was performed for the
1996 Unit 2 refueling outage full core offload which was based on a maximum CCW inlet temperature of 90 degrees
Fahrenheit to the heat exchanger, and an administrative limitof 90 degrees CCW temperature was imposed. The
10CFR50.72 notification and interim LER were submitted because it was thought at the time that the 90 degrees
Fahrenheit limithad not been properly reviewed under 10CFR50.59, thus making an unauthorized change to the
plant's design basis.

Upon subsequent review, it has been determined that the 90 degrees Fahrenheit CCW limitand associated
administrative controls had been properly reviewed pursuant to 10CFR50.59, and an unreviewed safety question did
not exist. A change to the UFSAR was not necessary, since it was a temporary change to the plant. For this reason,
the interim LER submitted on September 25, 1997, as LER 316/97-004-00 is being retracted.

An USQD was performed to support the spent fuel pool heat loads during the Unit 2 1996 refueling outage. A
calculational analysis of the Unit 2 1996 refueling outage full core oNoad, performed prior to the outage, determined
that the maximum CCW temperature of 90.7 degrees Fahrenheit would result in a spent fuel pool temperature less
than the maximum allowable design temperature. As a result, an administrative temperature of 90 degrees
Fahrenheit was established. The USQD recognized that the CCW temperature assumed in the analysis was less
than the value given in the UFSAR. Since the change to CCW temperature was temporary in nature, specific to the
Unit 2 1996 refueling outage, a change to the UFSAR was not appropriate. The USQD did however provide
justification that the spent fuel pool heat exchangers could adequately remove the spent fuel pool heat load at the
lower CCW temperature. Therefore, the capability of a single train of the spent fuel pool cooling system was
determined to be sufficient to maintain the spent fuel pool with in the design basis temperature given in the UFSAR.
Furthermore, because the spent fuel pool cooling system could maintain the pool below the maximum design
temperature, the probability or consequences of a radiological release from the spent fuel pool was not increased.
The condition was concluded not to represent a USQD per 10CFR50.59.

As a result of the subsequent investigation into this condition, it has been concluded that the USQD performed in
support of the Unit 2 1996 refueling outage full core offload assured that the CCW system and the spent fuel pool
remained within their design basis. As a result, interim LER 316/97-004-00, submitted on September 25, 1997, is
being retracted.


