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On October 28, 1997, with Unit 1 in Mode 5 and Unit 2 in Mode 6, it was determined that both units had the potential to be outside
of their design basis and possibly in non-compliance with 10 CFR 50.46(b)(2). This is a generic issue applicable to
Westinghouse fuel rods containing integral fuel burnable absorber (IFBA). It was determined that this was reportable under
10CFR50.72(b)(2)(i) as an event found during shutdown that potentially resulted in a degraded principle safety barrier and an
ENS notification was made at 1830 hours on October 28, 1997. This interim LER is being submitted under
10CFR50.73(a)(2)(ii)(B) as a condition potentially outside of the design basis of the plant.

We were informed by Westinghouse, on October 28, 1997, that in the process of developing new fuel rod cladding corrosion and
rod internal pressure models it was determined that these new models showed a decrease in rod internal pressure margin. This
decrease in margin has the potential to place plants in a condition that is outside of their design basis with respect to
pellet-to-clad gap re-opening. Additionally, should pellet-to-clad gap re-opening occur there is a potential for certain plants to
possibly be in non-compliance with the 17 percent oxidation criteria of 10CFR50.46.

Since that time, and based on the LOCA analysis that have been performed to date by Westinghouse, an initial 12 percent
oxidation has been established as a screening criteria to permit assessment of plants regarding compliance with the 17 percent
maximum oxidation criteria of 10CFR50.46. Calculations have shown compliance with 10CFR50.46 for Unit 1 Cycle 16 and Unit
2 Cycle 12. Additional calculations show that Unit 1 will be within its design basis with respect to pellet-to-clad gap re-opening
throughout Cycle 16 and Unit 2 will be within its design basis for a minimum of 10,680 MWD/MTU( approximately 257 EFPD) for
Cycle 12. Further evaluation of this situation is ongoing and will be completed and an update to this LER will be issued by
January 16, 1998.


