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On September 10, 1997, with both units in Mode 5, cold shutdown, it was discovered that the containment
recirculation sump inlet venting configuration was not maintained following sump modifications. Specifically, five %
inch vent holes drilled in the roof of the sump inlet section were plugged during the Unit 2 1996 and Unit 1 1997
outages. This.was determined to be reportable under 10 CFR 50.72(b)(2)(i) as a degraded condition found while
shutdown, and an ENS notification was made at 1845 hours EDT the same day.

Alden Labs performed the original containment recirculation sump study which resulted in the installation of the vent
holes. Upon further review of the sump design, and consultation with Alden Labs, we have determined that the vent
holes were installed as an enhancement to the sumps. Alden Labs modeled the sump to study vortex formation and
observed air bubbles collecting at the top slab of the inlet section of the sump. Although the sump performed
acceptably as modeled, a recommendation was made by Alden Labs to install vents for the inlet section which was
accomplished by drilling five % inch holes in the top slab of the sump during the first refueling outage on Unit 2 and
the fourth refueling outage on Unit 1. Based on a review of the Alden Labs report and subsequent correspondence
with them, it was affirmed that the vents were installed as a performance enhancement, and are not necessary for
operability of the sump. As the holes are not necessary for adequate sump performance, the plant was still within its
design basis with the holes plugged. Therefore, the Licensee Event Report dated September 10, 1997, as LER
315/97-020-00 is being retracted.
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