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On September 25, 1897 it was determined that the potential failure of the control air headers due o overpressure constituted an
unanalyzed condition. This was determined reportable under 10CFR50.72(b)(2)(i), and an ENS notification was made at 1011
hours on September 25, 1997. This interim LER is being submitted under 10CFR 50.73(a)(2)(ii), as an unanalyzed condition.

During the recent Architectural Engineering Inspection a question was raised regarding the lack of overpressure protection on the
20, 50, & 85 psig control air headers. The specific concern is that there may be the potential for common mode failure of both
trains of safety related equipment served by the headers should an overpressure condition occur due to a regulator failure.

Analysis of the 20, 50 and 85 psig headers has been completed. The results of the analysis indicate that overpressurization of the
50 and 85 psig headers would not have had any safety significance. Overpressurization of valves on these headers fell into the
following categories: 1) the valves are normally in the vented position and would not have seen the excessive air pressure, 2) the
valves are allowed a one-time pressure excursion to 125 psig by the manufacturer, and 3) the diaphragm of the valve actuator
would have failed resulting in the valve going to its safe position. Some valves going to théir safe position may have resulted in a
unit trip similar to the loss of control air. Overpressurization of the 20 psig header could have resulted in safety significant
consequences. A unit trip would have been likely and there would be the potential for partial mispositioning of both trains of the
RHR heat exchanger outlet valves, resulting in degradation of the RHR system for the duration of the overpressure event.

In conclusion, it was determined that the potential overpressurization of the 50 and 85 psig headers would have resulted in no
safety significance. Overpressurization of the 20 psig header would have been safety significant due to the potential degradation
. of both trains of RHR for the overpressure event duration. Safety valves have been installed on all regulated air headers.

Analysis is continuing to determine the effect on the RHR heat exchanger valves, including expected operator response. An
update to this interim LER will be issued by November 17, 1997. ,







