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ABSTRACT (Limit to 1400 spaces, i.e., approximately 15 single-spaced typewritten lines) (16)

On September 11, 1997, a fibrous material, known as Fiberfrax, was identified in a Unit 2 electrical cable tray. An investigation
was initiated to determine the scope and magnitude of this condition. On September 17, 1997, at 1400 hours, with Units 1 and 2
in cold shutdown, it was determined that the Fiberfrax was present in both containments in enough quantity to potentially cause
excessive blockage of the containment recirculation sump screen during the recirculation phase of a Loss of Coolant Accident
(LOCA), and render the sump inoperable. An NRC prompt notification was made at 1629 hours on September 17, 1997, under 10
CFR 50.72(b)(2)(i), as a condition which was found while the reactor was shutdown, which if it had been found while the reactor
was operating, would have resulted in the nuclear power plant being outside the design basis. This interim LER is being reported
under 10 CFR 50.73(a)(2)(ii)(B), as a condition that was outside the design basis of the plant.

As part of the investigation reviews were conducted of industry information related to containment sump strainer blockage and
plant insulation specifications. Walkdowns were performed of both containments. The walkdowns indicated several instances
where a fibrous insulation, known as Temp-Mat, was installed in a configuration which was not in accordance with insulation
specifications. Specifically, the Temp-Mat was either exposed or encapsulated in stainless steel mesh. Similar to the Fiberfrax in
the original notification, the Temp-Mat could potentially block the recirculating sump following a LOCA. An update to the original
NRC notification was made at 1020 hours on October 1, 1997. In addition to identification of the Temp-Mat, the presence of a
significant amount of duct tape was identified during the walkdowns. Duct tape also has the potential to block the recirculating
sump following a LOCA. The subject duct tape and Fiberfrax have been removed from containment. The presence of the Temp-
Mat is being evaluated for acceptability.

An update to this LER is scheduled to be issued by November 17, 1997, pending completion of the investiation and further
evaluation of the conditions.
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