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On September 11, 1997, with Unit 1 and Unit 2 shutdown and in Mode 5, it was determined that both units had

~ operated contrary to the design basis for the Residual Heat Removal (RHR) system piping overpressure protection
as described in the FSAR. This was determined to be reportable in accordance with 10CFR50.72(b)(1)(ii)(B), as a
condition outside the design basis, and an ENS notification was made at 1615 hours that day. This interim LER is
being submitted under 10 CFR 50.73(a)(2)(ii)(B), as a condition that was outside the design basis of the plant.

The RHR normal cooldown lineup suction valves are interlocked through separate channels of the RCS system
pressure signals to provide automatic closure of both valves whenever RCS pressure exceeds RHR design pressure.
Since 1980, this interlock has been procedurally defeated after reducing RCS pressure to prevent inadvertent closure
and loss of RHR suction during shutdown cooling operation. This was accomplished by opening the valves and
removing electrical power from them in Mode 4. The overpressure protection afforded by the automatic closure
function described in the FSAR was defeated without a safety evaluation being performed. Surveillance of this
function is also required by the ECCS Technical Specifications (T/S) in Mode 4, making operation without it a violation

of the T/S.

»

A request for amendment of T/S 4.5.2.d.1 was submitted to the Commission on September 19, 1997. The requested
change will remove the surveillance requirement for the automatic closure function from the ECCS system T/S.
Investigation continues into the cause of this change to the automatic closure function, without identification of the
associated design bases and T/S requirements. An update to this interim LER will be issued by November 17, 1997.




