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On September 5, 1997, with Unit 1 and Unit 2 at 100 percent Rated Thermal Power, it was discovered that both units
had been outside the design bases since 1979 due to a failure to maintain the 1/4" particulate retention requirement
for the containment recirculation sump. This was determined to be reported in accordance with
10CFR50.72(b)(1)(ii)(B), as a condition outside the design basis, and an ENS notification was made at 0921 hours
that day. This interim LER is being submitted under 10 CFR 50.73(a)(2)(ii)(B), as a condition that was outside the
design basis of the plant.

During review of design documentation for the containment recirculation sumps, it was determined that modifications
had been performed in 1979 to eliminate air entrapment and vortexing concerns within the sump. Included in the
modification was relocation of a 1/4" particulate retention barrier from inside the recirculation sump to the entrance of
the sump. This enlarged the area of the sump protected by the 1/4" retention requirement, however, all potential
particulate inlet paths were not identified and properly piotected when the modiTication was installed. -The new

'otentialpathways included 3/4" vents in the roof of the recirculation sump entrance, the containment sump drain line
from the recirculation sump, and small gaps around the sump entrance.

Between 1990 and 1997 the potential inlet paths were individually recognized and corre "ted, and the 1/4" retention
requirement re-established. Investigation into this condition continues. Evaluation of the safety consequences of this
condition will be completed and an update to'this interim LER will be issued by November 17, 1997.


