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ABSTRACT (Limit to 1400 spaces, i.e., approximately 15 single-spaced typewritten lines) (16)

On August 22, 1997, with Units 1 and 2 at 100 percent Rated Thermal Power, it was determined that both units had
potentially operated outside the design basis in that the ECCS and Containment Spray pumps could have been
operated under conditions which were favorable for vortex formation. The event was determined reportable under
10CFR50.72(b)(1)(ii)(A), as a condition outside of the design basis, and an ENS notification was made at 1943 hours.
This interim LER is being submitted under 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(ii) as a condition outside the design basis.

In the event of a loss of coolant accident, transfer to cold leg recirculation is initiated based on Refueling Water
Storage Tank (RWST) level and verified appropriate by checking containment water level. Postulated errors
associated with RWST level result in actual level above indicated level, resulting in initiation of transfer with less water
in containment than desired. Containment water level was based on static net positive suction head atone, however,
vortexing may occur at containment water levels above those required for net positive suction head.

» Investigation into the errors associated with RWST level are in progress, and preliminary indications are that the
errors are less than originaHy postulated. The affected procedure has been revised to account for the vortexing
effects.

The safety consequences of this condition and other similar conditions, which were reported via ENS separately
during the period August 8, 1997 to September 12, 1997, are being evaluated. An update to this interim LER willbe
submitted by November 17, 1997, after completion of all analysis and reviews for these events.




