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MAHAGEMENT AND BUDGET WASHINGTON DC 20503.
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TITLE (4)
Technical Specification Required Surveillance for Inoperable Emergency Diesel Generator Not Completed Due to
Personnel Error
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ABSTRACT (Limit, to 1400 spaces, i.e., approximately 15 single-spaced typewritten lines) (16)

On May 9, 1996, during routine surveillance testing, the Unit 2 AB Emergency Diesel Generator (EDG) became
inoperable when it was paralleled to the grid. With the EDG inoperable, Technical Specification (TS) 3.8.1.1 "Electrical
Power Systems, A.C. Sources" required that the circuits between the off-site transmission network and the on-site class
1E distribution system be demonstrated operable within one hour by performing TS surveillance 4.8.1.1 ~ 1.a. Due to
personnel error involving a misinterpretation of procedure instructions, the diesel generator was not considered
inoperable and the applicable TS requirements were not met.

This event is being r'eported in accordance with the requirements of 10CFR50.73.(a)(2)(i)(B), as a condition prohibited
by the plant's Technical Specifications. Corrective actions included training of Operators and enhancement of
procedural guidance for the diesel generator surveillances. The event had no adverse physical effect on safety
systems or components, and posed no threat to public health and safety.
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Conditions Prior to Occu rence

Mode 1, Power Operation, at 29.5 percent Rated Thermal Power.

Descr tion of Eve t

On May 9, 1996, the Unit 2 AB Emergency Diesel Generator (EDG) (EIIS/EK) was undergoing routine surveillance
testing in accordance with the surveillance requirements of Technical Specification 4.8.1.1.2. This testing was
performed utilizing procedure -02-OHP 4030.STP.027AB "AB Diesel Generator Operability Test (Train B)".

As part of the surveillance test, the diesel generator is operated under full load for one hour. The full load run is
performed by paralleling the diesel generator to an associated class 1E bus. This practice was only recently
implemented in response to a Technical Specification amendment.

During the surveillance test, an operator was stationed at the control room diesel generator control panel and was,
prepared to return the diesel generator to normal status in the event that it was required. Before the Technical
Specification amendment, this provision, combined with an independent verification of diesel generator output breaker
position following the test, would have allowed the diesel generator to be considered operable during the brief
connections to the class 1E bus performed at that time.

Following revision to address the Technical Specification amendment, the surveillance procedure, as used on May 9,
stated that the diesel generator must be considered inoperable during its connection to the bus for the newly
implemented full load test. The diesel generator, however, was not logged as inoperable in the control room log
book, and the Technical Specification action requirement for diesel generator inoperability, verification of offsite power
supply operability by confirmation of breaker alignments and indicated power availability, was not met.

The diesel generator surveillance test was completed uneventfully and the diesel generator was returned to standby
service. The diesel generator was connected to the T21A bus for a total of one hour and two minutes.

The error was not discovered immediately. The question was raised on May 19, 1996 by a member of the shift crew
which performed the May 9 surveillance test. He noticed that during performance of a subsequent diesel generator
surveillance test by another shift crew, the diesel generator had been declared inoperable and the Technical
Specification required actions had been taken. A condition report was written to investigate the inconsistency.

a

On July 5, 1996, after review of all available information pertaining to the event, it was determined that the operators
performing the surveillance test had misinterpreted the requirements regarding diesel generator operability and that the
event represented a condition prohibited by Technical Specifications, reportable under the requirements of
10CFR50.73. A condition report has been written to investigate and address the lack of timeliness with respect to
determination of reportability of this event.
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Cause of t e Event

The cause of the event was personnel error. The error involved inadequate procedure adherence. The surveillance
procedure being performed cautioned the operators that the diesel generator was to be considered inoperable when
paralleled to the bus for the 60 minute load test, however, this was not done. Due to the misinterpretation of procedure
provisions for diesel generator operability during momentary connection to a bus, and misinterpretation of an
associated Technical Specification Clarification document, the operators failed to consider the diesel generator
inoperable during the hour that it was connected to the associated class 1E emergency bus. The actions required by
Technical Specifications were not completed.,

nal sis o e Event

This event is being reported in accordance with the requirements of 10CFR50.73.(a)(2)QI(B), as a condition prohibited
by the plant's Technical Specifications.

The event consisted of a failure to perform a check of breaker alignment and power availability indications to confirm
the operability of the offsite power supplies. The operational activities and physical condition of the diesel generator
were no different than during a normal, routine performance of the surveillance test. The results of breaker alignment
and power availability suiveillances performed before and after May 9, 1996 were reviewed. In conjunction with a
review of control room logbook entries, they confirm that during the performance of the AB diesel generator
surveillance on May 9, the offsite power supplies to the Unit 2 class 1E distribution system were operable.

This event involves a failure to perform Technical Specification action requirements. As such, it is a regulatory issue. It
had no adverse physical effect on safety systems or components, and had no safety significance with respect to the
plant or the public.

Corrective Actions

The Unit 2 AB Emergency Diesel Generator was restored to an operable condition when the one hour full load test was
completed.

Appropriate administrative actions were taken with the Operator whose error resulted in the failure to meet the
Technical Specification requirements.

Training was conducted for all Operations shifts to clarify and reinforce the requirement for the diesel generator to be
declared inoperable when paralleled to the grid for extended periods, including the surveillance one hour full load run.

The surveillance procedures, including fast and slow start data sheets, for both diesel generators in both units were
revised to include direction to complete, via the appropriate procedures, the action requirements of TS 3.8.1.1 for
diesel generator inoperability.
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None
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