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DATE 15

ABSTRACT (Limit to 1400 spaces, i.e., approximately 15 single-spaced typewritten lines) (16)

On March 12, 1996, with Unit Two in Mode 1, at approximately 1330 hours, an employee noted that fire seal W9197,
located in the wall which separates the Unit 2 CD Diesel Generator Room from the Diesel Generator Corridor, was
damaged. It was determined that the amount of foam missing rendered the seal inoperable. Based on the condition of
the wall penetration it was also determined that the damage to the seal was a pre-existing condition, which meant that
the seal had been inoperable for an unknown length of time without the Technical Specification required compensatory
actions established. This is reportable under 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(i)(B) as a condition prohibited by the plant's Technical
Specifications.

Upon discovering that seal W9197 was in an inoperable configuration, compensatory actions were established in the
form of an hourly fire watch patrol. The seal was repaired and returned to operable status at 0940 hours on March 15,
1996. The cause of this event could not be determined.

A technical evaluation of the condition concluded that defense-in-depth fire protection adequately protected the fire
safety of the plant. At no time was the health or safety of the public in jeopardy.
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LICENSEE EVENT NTINUATION
APPROVED BY OMB NO. 3150.0104t EXP I RES 5/31/95
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Cook Nuclear Plant - Unit 2 0500 316
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00 2 OF 3

TEXT <If more space is requIred, use addItIonal NRC Farm 366A's) {17)

Conditions Prior to Even
Unit 2 was in Mode 1, Power Operation, at 100 percent Rated Thermal Power

Descri tion of Event
On March 12, 1996, with Unit Two in Mode 1, at approximately 1330 hours, an employee noted that fire seal W9197,
located in the wall which separates the CD Diesel Generator Room from the Diesel Generator Corridor, was
damaged. The employee who discovered this condition was a Plant Quality Control technician, trained to perform
inspections of fire seals to determine operability. The employee performed a complete inspection of seal W9197 at the
time of discovery and determined that the extent of damage rendered the seal inoperable. The fireproofing foam which
functions as the seal was missing. The dimensions of the missing foam was approximately one and one half inches by
two inches running the full depth, twenty four inches, of the seal. The technician also documented that this appeared
to be a pre-existing condition. This was based on the interior of the wall penetration having a light coating of paint
spray. Due to the presence of paint spray, the seal is believed to have been in this condition for an unknown length of
time without the Technical Specification required compensatory actions established.

An inspection of 100 percent of the fire seals was undertaken in 1992. Any seals found to be in a degraded condition
were declared inoperable, and were subsequently repaired in the appropriate manner. Seal W9197 is known to have
been operable as of December 1992.

Plant policy was implemented in February 1995 requiring all records pertaining to fire seal work be retained in a central
location. Since this time frame, no records indicate work being performed to this particular seal. It was therefore
concluded that the damage to the seal occurred after December 1992.

The cause of this event could not be determined. It was not possible to determine why the seal was damaged and left
in this condition without compensatory actions established.

A 10 percent sample of all fire seals is conducted on an 18 month basis. This seal has not been included in the
sampling program to date. The seal is not visible from the floor of the Diesel Generator room, and was only accessible
in this case because scaffolding had been erected in the room for work. It is not expected that the damage to the seal
would have been discovered by casual observation.
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Cook Nuclear Plant - Unit 2 0500 316 96 004 00 3 OF 3

TEXT tie more space is required, use additional NRC Form 366A's) <171

This event is being submitted in accordance with 10CFR50.73, paragraph (a)(2)(i)(B) as a condition prohibited by
Technical Specifications.

Fire seal W9197 is located in the wall which separates the Unit 2 CD Diesel Generator, Fire Zone ¹1 8, from the Diesel
Generator Corridor, Fire Zone ¹85. The CD Diesel Generator Room is equipped with thermistor heat detectors which
were operable at the time of discovery. The Diesel Generator Corridor is equipped with ionization detectors, which
were operable at the time of discovery. In the event of either detection system being declared inoperable,
compensatory actions would have been established in the form of an hourly fire watch patrol.

A technical evaluation of the condition concluded that a fire would not propagate between Fire Zone (FZ) 18 and FZ 85
which are on either side of the inoperable fire seal. The following reasons were noted:

1. Any fire in Zones 18 or 85 would be detected by the automatic detectors, heat or ionization type, respectively,
while the fire was very small.

2. A fire in FZ 18 would be effectively extinguished by the automatic total flooding CO2 system.

3. A fire in FZ 85 would be effectively extinguished by the automatic wet pipe sprinkler system.

4. Manual fire fighting equipment is readily available for use by the fire brigade.

5. Horizontal propagation of fire through the inoperable seal is not likely. This is based on the lack of significant
combustible materials present on either side of the seal in conjunction with no exposed combustibles
traversing the seal.

It was concluded that the defense-in-depth fire protection provided in these areas adequately protected the fire safety
of the Plant. At no time was the health or safety of the public endangered.

Corrective Actions
Upon discovering that seal W9197 was in an inoperable configuration, compensatory actions were established in the
form of an hourly fire watch patrol. The seal was repaired and returned to operable status at 0940 hours on March 15,
1996.

Failed Com onent Identification
N/A

Previous Similar Events
None


