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October 15, 1992

Arizona Public Service Company
P.O. 8OX 53999 ~ PHOENIX, ARIZONA850724999

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Chief, Rules and Directives Review Branch
Washington, DC 20555

References: 1) Federal Register, Volume 57, No. 158, 36680; Notice of Opportunity for Public
Comment

Dear Sirs:

Subject:

2) Letter from William H. Rasin (NUMARC) to Mr, David Meyer (NRC), dated
September 14, 1992; Subject: Industry Comments on NRC Draft Generic Letter,
"Analog to Digital Replacements Under the 10 CFR 50.59 Rule"

Palo Verde Nuclear Generating Station (PVNGS)
Units 1, 2, and 3
Docket Nos. STN

50-528/529/530'omments

on Proposed Generic Communication: NRC Generic Letter Analog-
to-Digital Replacements Under the 10 CFR 50.59 Rule
File: 92-056-026

Public comments on the NRC proposed Generic Letter, "Analog-to-Digital Replacements Under.
the 10 CFR 50.59 Rule" were solicited in the referenced Federal Register notice (Reference 1).
Arizona Public Service Company (APS) appreciates the opportunity to provide the following
comments.

APS disagrees with the NRC Staff position that all digital-based safety system upgrades constitute
an unreviewed safety question..

APS supports the recommendations provided by NUMARC (Reference 2). The NRC and
NUMARC, as a joint effort, should develop guidance for analog-to-digital upgrades to serve as
the framework for licensee implementation and the basis for regulatory oversight.

APS urges the NRC to reconsider its position that all digital-based safety system upgrades
constitute an unreviewed safety question.
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Sincerely,

cc: W.H. Rasin (NUMARC)
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