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On February 2, 1993, with Unit 2 in Mode 1 (Power Operation), at approximately
1935 hours an employee noted that the fire dooxr to the Pressurizer Heater
Transformer Room was standing open with the safety pins installed in the door
This condition makes the fire door inoperable.
there was no one in the area and the Pressurizer Heater Transformer Room was
not being toured by fire watch personnel.
was known to be closed was at 1422 hours on February 2, 1993, at which time the
Pressurizer Heater Transformer Room was removed from a fire watch tour after

The exact time when the fire door was left
open could not be determined, therefore it must be assumed that-the door could
have been inoperable for approximately 5 hours with no’ compensatory measures -in

place.

The last time that the fire door

For immediate corrective acgion; the safety pins were pulled and the fire door

A technical evaluation of the condition concluded that defense-in-depth fire
protection adequately protected the firé safety of the plant.

v

It was verified that

NRC Form 3648 (6-89)
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Conditions Prior to Occurrence

Unit 2 (U-2) - in Mode 1 (Power Operation)

Description of Event

On February 2, 1993, with Unit 2 in Mode 1 (Power Operation), at approximately
1935 hours an employee noted that fire door (EI1IS/NF-DR) 2-DR-AUX314-244 to the
Pressurizer Heater Transformer Room was standing open with the safety pins -
installed in the door tracks. This fire door is a roll up type door which
becomes inoperable when the safety pins installed. It was verified that there
was no one in the area and the Pressurizer Heater Transformer Room was not being
toured by fire watch personnel.

Investigation of the event revealed that fire watch personnel had been in the
Pressurizer Heater Transformer Room earlier that day in support of fire detector
(EIIS/IC) testing. The work was completed and the fire watch was released at
approximately 1422 hours. At that time the safety pins were removed and the door
was placed in the closed position. This is the last time that the fire dooxr was
known to be closed. The exact time when the fire door was left open cannot be
determined, therefore it must be assumed that the door could have been inoperable
for approximately 5 hours (1423 hrs. to 1935 hrs.) with no compensatory measures
in place.

Fire door 2-DR-AUX314-244 is located in the wall which separates the Pressurizer
Heater Transformer Room (Fire Zone 20) from the Turbine Building (EIIS/NM) 591’
elevation (Fire Zone 85). The Pressurizer Heater Transformer Room is equipped
with ionization type fire detectors which were operable during the time in -
question. The Turbine Building 591’ elevation is equipped with a wet pipe
‘sprinkler system (EIIS/KP-SRNK) that was operable during the time in question.

Fire door 2-DR-AUX314-244 is the only access and egress for fire zome 20, This
door is mounted on the inside of the door opening with the manual opening T
mechanism also on the inside. The door is equipped with safety pins that, in the
event of a fire, would hold the door open at 5 feet above the floor. This would
allow an injured person, who cannot manually operate the door, a way to exit
while also reducing the overall size of the opening between fire zones.

NRC Form 366A (689)
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Cause of Event

The cause of this event cannot be determined with any degree of certainty. The
individual responsible for leaving the fire door open is unknown. Without the
ability to question the responsible individual it was not p0551b1e to determine
why the fire door was-left in an inoperable configuration or how long it exisced

undex this conditxon

Analysis of Event

This report is being submitted in accordance with 1OCFﬁ50.73, paragréph
(a)(2)(i)(B) as a condition prohibited by Technical Specifications. :

A technical evaluation of the condition concluded that a fire would not propagate
between the Fire Zone 20 (Pressurizer Heater Transformer Room) and Fire Zone 85
(591’ elev. Turbine Bldg.) which are on either side of the 1noperab1e fire door.
The following reasons were noted:

1. The combustible loading within Fire Zone 20 has an equivalent fire severity

of less than two minutes. The combustible loading within Fire Zone 85 has
an equivalent fire severity of less than five minutes. These combustible
loadings are considered very low.

2, Any fire in Fire Zone 20 or 85 would be detected by the automatic
ionization type fire detectors or automatic wet pipe sprinklers while the

fire was small. -

3 A fire within Fire Zone 85 would be effectively extinguished by the
automatic wet pipe sprinkler system ‘

4, There are no' significant ignition sources or fixed fire exposure hazards to

threaten the degraded fire door. This condition makes propagation of fire
through this opening extremely unlikely. ' . '

5. Manual fire fighting equipment is readily available for use by the fire
brigade.
6. The subject fire door would perform as deszgned provided the -door was

manually shut.

It is concluded that the defense-in-depth fire protection provided in these areas
adequately protected the fire safety of the plant.
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Corrective Actions . .

Upon discovering that fire door 2-DR-AUX314-244 was in an inoperable
configuration, the safety pins were removed from the door tracks and the door
was closed. L . . .

As previously stated, the cause of the event could not be determined. Without
knowing why the indiv1dua1 left the door in an inoperable confxguratlon the
effectiveness of any new preventive measures becomes suspect. All reasonable
preventive measures have already been taken to ensure.that fire dooxr .
2-DR-AUX314-244 is left in an acceptable configuration upon exiting the
Pressurizer Heater Transformer Room. These measures include attaching chains
to the safety pins that block the door area requiring that personnel duck under
the chains if the pins are not removed and the posting of reminder signs in
prominent locations to remind personnel to remove the safety pins from the door
tracks upon leaving the area.

~

The last occurrence .of a similar event was on March 3, 1986. While plant
management does not take this occurrence lightly, the amount of time lapsed
between these events would not indicate the existence of an adverse trend.
Plant Management is aware of the value of "Self Checking" which may have been
able to prevent the occurrence of this event, and has recently begun training
all plant personnel in the methods of "Self Checking". Additionally, in order
to heighten personnel awareness of the significance of events of this nature,
an article will be placed in an internal plant publication.

Failed Components Identified -

. None !
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Previous Similax Event§

Ler 316/86-007
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