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On February 26, 1999, during an engineering review of the Unit 2 Component Cooling Water System (CCW), it was
identified that power operation was permitted in June 1996 with degraded CCW flow to the coolers for containment
penetrations 2-CPN-3 and 2-CPN-4. The main steam headers for steam generators 22 and 23 pass through these
penetrations. Operating with the degraded CCW to these coolers may have resulted in excessive thermal stress on the
penetration sleeves/liners.

The Updated Final Safety Analysis Report (UFSAR) credits the penetration coolers for maintaining the temperature of
adjacent concrete less than 150 degrees F. At the time of the event, containment exterior surface concrete temperatures
were measured at a maximum of 155 degrees F. Operability determinations performed at the time of the event, to justify
continued operation with degraded CCW flow to the main steam line penetrations, have been re-evaluated and found to be

, inadequate. This event was reported via a 4'hour non-emergency Emergency Notification System (ENS) report on
February 27, 1999, pursuant to the requirements of 10CFR50.72(b)(2)(i). This LER is being submitted pursuant to the
requirements of 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(ii)(B) as an event or condition that resulted in the nuclear power plant being in a
condition that was outside the design basis of the plant.

Initial investigations indicate that the cause for this event was an inadequate understanding of the design basis for the
containment penetration coolers. Additional investigations to assess potential degradation to the concrete, liners and
sleeves at these penetrations are ongoing. The results of those investigations, including identified root cause(s),
preventive actions and safety significance will be provided when completed.
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