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While working on a preliminary calculation for the Unit 1 steam generator replacement project, it was concluded that some
of the structural load cases indicated overstressed conditions in the steam generator enclosures. Based on these
preliminaiy analyses, on October 20, 1998, with both units in Mode 5, engineering personnel determined that a postulated
steam line break could result in calculated stresses exceeding the code allowable stresses for the Unit 1 steam generator
enclosures. These reinforced concrete enclosures are part of the divider barrier between the upper and lower containment
volumes. Overstressed conditions in these enclosures could allow increased steam bypass flow around the ice
condensers which could result in higher than expected containment pressure.

When the potential overstress conditions were identified, it was concluded that the conditions could be due to significant
conservatisms in the preliminary calculation and in its interpretation. Engineering continued their evaluation of this issue.
However, as evaluations continued, a lack of information confirming an acceptable condition led to the conclusion that
there was no longer a reasonable expectation that the structures would not be overstressed. On March 2, 1999, with both
units still in Mode 5, the apparent overstress conditions were determined to be reportable under 10CFR50.72(b)(2)(i) and
50.73(a)(2)(ii). Based on this determination, an ENS notification was made on March 2, 1999, at 1314 hours in
accordance with 10CFR50.72(b)(2)(i).

Structural engineers are currently developing appropriate analyses of the loads and stresses on the enclosures. The
results of these analyses will determine ifan overstressed condition could have occurred and, ifso, the safety significance
of the overstressed condition. Appropriate corrective action will be developed based on an evaluation of the analytical
results.
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