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LICENSEE EVENT REPORT (LER)

U.S. NUCLEAR REOULATORY COMMISSION

APPROVED OMB NO. 3150010C

EXPIRES: 8/3'I/88

FACILITYNAME (I)
D. C. Cook Nuclear Plant - Unit 2-

DOCKET NUMBER (2) PAOE 305000161OF03
Access to Extreme High Radiation Area Not Controlled In Accordance With
Technical S ecifications. As a Result of Personnel Error
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On January 25, 1989, it was discovered that controls to limit access to an
extreme high radiation area, which was not lockable, at the bottom of the
refueling transfer, canal had not been implemented. As a result, from
December 20, 1988, when the transfer canal was drained, to December 27,
1988, when it was refilled, access to this extreme high radiation area was
not positively controlled.

The cause of this event was due to poo" communications in that a request to
Security for the setup of positive, controls for access to transfer canal was
mistakenly assumed by Radiation Protection to be in effect. Also contributing
tn this event was the failure to verify that the pos'tive controls had been
implemented.

To preclude recurrence a design change has been approved by Plant Management
which would provide a means of locking this area.
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Conditions Prior to Occurrence

Unit 1 at 90 percent reactor thermal power, Unit 2 in refueling mode with no
fuel in reactor vessel.

Descri tion of Event

On January 25, 1989, it was discovered that controls to limit access to an
extreme high radiation area at the bottom of the refueling transfer canal
(EIIS/DF) had not been implemented. As a result, from December 20, 1988,
when the transfer canal was drained to December 27, 1988, when it was
refilled access to an extreme high radiation area in the refueling transfer
canal was not controlled.

On December 20, 1988, during the initial survey of the transfer canal after
draining, dose rates in excess of 1000 mR/hr were found. In accordance with
procedures, the area was posted as an extreme high radiation area. However,
because the area was not capable of being locked, as required by Technical
Specification 6.12.2, Security was requested to have the guard who was already
in the area controlling access to Unit 2 Upper Containment also control access
to the transfer canal area. It was not until further investigation on January
25, 1989 that it was discovered that the guard, controlling access to Unit 2

Upper Containment, was not controlling access to the transfer canal area.
There were no inoperable structures, components, or systems that contributed
to this event.

Cause of Event

The cause of this event was due to poor communications in that a request, to
Security for the setup of positive controls for access to transfer canal was
mistakenly assumed by Radiation Protection to be in effect. Also contributing
to this event was the failure to verify that the positive controls had been
implemented.

Anal sis of Event

This event is considered reportable under the criteria of 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(i)
as'a violation of Technical Specifications.

During this event, although there was no continuous positive control of access
to the transfer canal, work in the area was controlled by the Radiation Vork
Permits. Also, during the period of time when access wasn't controlled there
were no unplanned exposures due to this condition. Based on this it is our
belief this event did not adversely impact the health and safety of the public.
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U.S, NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

APPROVED OMB NO. 3)50-OI04
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D. C. Cook Nuclear Plant
Unit 2
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YEAR
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Corrective Action

During this event an unsuccessful attempt to lower the dose rate below 1R/hr
by hydrolazing was performed. Since the condition had ceased prior to the
discovery that no continuous positive control of access to the area existed,
no corrective action was possible for this. However to preclude recurrence a
design change has been approved by Plant Management which would provide a
means of locking this area.

'Failed Com onent Identification

None.

Previous Similar Events

None.
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Indiana Michigan
Power Company
Cook Nuciear Plani~
P.O. Box 458
Bridgman. fJII 49106
616 4655901'NDIANA

NlCHlGAbfNMt'N

February 10, 1989

United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Document Control Desk
Washington, D.C. 20555

Operating License DPR-58
Docket No. 50-316

Document Control Manager:

In accordance with the criteria established by 10 CFR 50.73
entitled Licensee Event Re ortin S stem, the following
report is being submitted:

89-001-00

Sincerely,

g'Ii ~~- ~
W. G. Smith, Jr.
Plant Manager

WGS:clw

Attachment

CC: D. FI. Williams, Jr.
A. B. Davis, Region III
M. P. Alevich
P. A. Barrett
J. E. Borggren
R. F. Kroeger
NRC Resident Inspector
Wayne Scott, NRC
R. C. Callen
G. Charnoff, Esa.
Dottie Sherman, ANI Library
D. Hahn
INPO
PNSRC
A. A. B3ind
S. J. Brewer/B. P. Lauzau
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