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Palo Verde Nuclear
Generating Station

James M. Levine
Senior Vice President
Nuclear

TEL (602)393-5300
FAX (602)3934077

Mail Station 7602
P.O. Box 52034
Phoenix, AZ65072-2034

102-03902- JMLNKKI,GAM
March 27, 1997

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
ATTN: Document Control Desk
Mail Station P1-37
Washington, DC 20555-0001
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References 1. Letter no. 102-03578 dated January 5, 1996, from W. L. Stewart,
Executive Vice President - Nuclear, APS, to NRC, "Proposed
Amendments to Facility Operating Licenses and to Technical
SpeclTications and Various Bases, Related to Power Uprate."

2. Letter no. 102-03678 dated April 19, 1996, from W. L. Stewart,
Executive Vice President - Nuclear, APS, to NRC, "Responses to
Questions Related to Power Uprate Amendment Request."

Dear Sirs:

Subject: Palo Verde Nuclear Generating Station (PVNGS)
Units 1,2, and 3
Docket Nos. STN 50-528/529/530
Cancel Commitment to Revise the Technical Specification Limits
Associated With Inoperable Main Steam Safety Valves

This letter is to inform the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) that a proposed
amendment to the PVNGS Technical Specifications (TS) Table 3.7-2 to revise the
maximum allowable steady state power levels and variable overpower trip (VOPT)
setpoints when one or more main steam safety valves (MSSVs) are inoperable is no

longer necessary. In References 1 and 2, APS stated that analysis had been performed
in response to NRC Information Notice 94-60, "Potential Overpressurization of Main

Steam System." At that time, the analysis identified the need to revise the limits in TS
Table 3.7-2 for reactor power and VOPT setpoints with inoperable MSSVs to ensure
operation within the safety analysis at the power uprate (3876 Mwt) conditions. However,

the changes to the VOPT setpoints were not included with the power uprate amendment

request because in IN 94-60 the NRC Staff stated that it did not expect licensees to

prepare TS changes while the Staff was considering the need for generic resolution of the
issue. In Reference 2, APS indicated that proposed TS changes were planned to be

submitted by the end of 1996.
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APS updated the inoperable MSSV analysis prior to the end of 1996 based on reduced
core inlet temperatures associated with the PVNGS reactor coolant system temperature
reduction and power uprate design changes. The updated analysis identified that the
current limits in TS Table 3.7-2 for reactor power and VOPT setpoints with inoperable
MSSVs would ensure operation within the safety analysis at the power uprate (3876 Mwt)
conditions. Therefore, no TS changes will be submitted.

Should you have any questions, please contact Scott A. Bauer at (602) 393-5978.

Sincerely,

JML/AKK/GAM/rlh

CC: E. Merschoff
K. E. Perkins
J. W. Clifford
K. E. Johnston
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