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Arizona Public Service Company
P.O. BOX 53999 ~ PHOENIX, ARIZONA85072-3999

WILLIAMF. CONWAY
EXECUTIVEVICE PRES I 0ENT

NUCLEAR 161-02472-WFC/JRP
October 10, 1989

Docket Nos. STN 50-528/529/530

Document Control Desk
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Mail Station Pl-37
Washington, D.C. 20555

Dear Sirs:

Subject: Palo Verde Nuclear Generating Station (PVNGS)
Units 1, 2, and 3
Request for a Technical Specification Change-
ESFAS Response Time Testing
File: 89-F-005-419.05; 89-A-056-026

The purpose of this letter is to request a change to the Technical
Specification Section 3.3.2 (Engineered Safety Features Actuation System
(ESFAS) Instrumentation) for PVNGS Units 1, 2, and 3. The proposed change
would exempt the turbine-driven Auxiliary Feedwater (AFW) pump from ESFAS
response time testing until Mode 3 conditions are reached. This exemption is
similar to the exemption already provided under Limiting Condition for
Operation (LCO) 3.7.1.2. The LCO 3.7.1.2 exemption allows for entry into Mode
3 to perform the ASME Section XI operability test on the turbine-driven AFW

pump, The proposed change is necessary because the appropriate plant
conditions (i.e., steam pressure) for testing of the pump are not achieved
until Mode 3.

The following information is included within this amendment request package:

A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.
G.

Description of the Proposed Change.
Purpose of the Technical Specification.
Need for the Technical Specification Amendment.
Basis for No Significant Hazards Consideration.
Safety Evaluation for the Proposed Change.
Environmental Impact Consideration Determination.
Marked-Up Technical Specification Change Pages.

Pursuant to 10CF50.91(b)(1), and by copy of this letter and attachments, we
have notified the Arizona Radiation Regulatory Agency of this request for a
Technical Specification change. At this time, we are requesting that this
amendment become effective within 45 days of issuance.
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U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Page 2

161-02472-WFC/JRP
October 10, 1989

If you have any additional questions on this matter, please call.

W F. Co y

WFC/JRP/d18!

Attachment

cc: G. W. Knighton
T. L. Chan
M. J. Davis
J. B. Martin
T. J. Polich
Director - ARRA

(all w/a)
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ATTACHMENT

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED CHANGE

This proposed change will exclude the turbine-driven Auxiliary Feedwater
(AFW) pump from ESFAS response time testing until Mode 3 conditions are
reached. This change is consistent with Limiting Condition for
Operation (LCO) 3.7.1.2 which provides an exemption from Specification
4.0.4 for the turbine-driven AFW pump for entry into Mode 3. LCO
3.7.1.2 allows entry into Mode 3 so that the ASME Section XI operability
test for the pump can be conducted under the appropriate plant
conditions. Adequate steam pressure must be achieved in the secondary
plant before the pump can be properly tested. In summary, this change
will provide an exemption from Specification 4.0.4 for LCO 3.3.2 to
allow for entry into Mode 3 without having completed the ESFAS response
time testing for the turbine-driven AFW pump.

PURPOSE OF THE TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION

The periodic testing of ESFAS response times provides assurance that the
protective actions and ESF functions are completed within the time
limits assumed in the safety analyses. The turbine-driven AFW pump is
automatically started in response to a low level signal in either steam
generator. The ESFAS response time testing ensures that this ESF
function can be accomplished in accordance with the safety analysis
assumptions.

NEED FOR THE TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION AMENDMENT

This change will provide for consistency between the different Technical
Specifications. LCO 3.7.1.2 recognizes that the turbine-driven AFW pump
cannot be properly tested until Mode 3. Therefore, an exemption from
Specification 4.0.4 is provided to allow for entry into Mode 3 at which
point the operability testing can be conducted. This allowance does not
currently exist for LCO 3.3.2 concerning ESFAS response time testing.
Extending the 4.0.4 exemption to LCO 3.3.2 will be consistent with the
allowance already provided in LCO 3.7.1.2 and will eliminate a potential
source of confusion in the Technical Specifications.

BASIS FOR NO SIGNIFICANT HAZARDS CONSIDERATION

The Commission has provided standards for determining whether a
significant hazards consideration exists as stated in 10CFR50.92.
A proposed amendment to an operating license for a facility
involves no significant hazards consideration if operation of the
facility in accordance with a proposed amendment would not: (1)
involve a significant increase in the probability or consequences
of an accident previously evaluated; or (2) Create the possibility
of a new or different kind of accident from any accident
previously evaluated; or (3) Involve a significant reduction in a
margin of safety. A discussion of these standards as they relate
to the amendment request follows:



Standard 1 - Involve a significant increase in the probability or
consequences of an accident previously evaluated.

~asks - The proposed Technical Specification change will not
result in a significant increase in the probability or
consequences of any accidents previously evaluated. The change
involves the addition of an exemption from Specification 4.0.4 for
ESFAS response time testing of the turbine-driven AFW pump. This
would allow for entry into Mode 3 prior to performing the response
time testing. In Mode 3, the proper plant conditions exist for
performing the testing of this pump. The proposed change does not
impact the probability of occurrence of any initiating event, for
previously analyzed accidents. Additionally, the proposed change
will provide consistency between the different'echnical
Specifications. LCO 3.7.1.2 currently provides a 4.0.4 exemption
which allows the unit to enter Mode 3 prior to establishing
operability of this pump. Therefore, this change will not affect
the current operability requirements for the turbine-driven AFW
pump.

Standard 2 - Create the possibility of a new or different kind of
accident from any accident previously evaluated.

Basis - The proposed change will not create the possibility of a
new or different kind of accident from any accident previously
analyzed. No physical modifications are being made to the
existing plant equipment. The turbine-driven AFW pump cannot be
properly tested until the appropriate conditions are reached in
the secondary plant. This occurs in Mode 3. This testing
limitation is already incorporated into LCO 3.7.1.2 but was not
incorporated into LCO 3.3.2. Therefore, this change will provide
consistency between the LCOs and incorporate a previously
recognized testing limitation.

Standard 3 -- Involve a significant reduction in a margin of
safety.

Basis - The proposed change will not involve a significant
reduction in a margin of safety. The change extends an allowance
that is already provided for in the Technical Specifications. Per
LCO 3.7.1.2, operability of the turbine-driven AFW pump must be
established prior to Mode 2 entry. This same operability
requirement should be applied to the ESFAS response time testing
requirements of LCO 3.3.2.

The Commission has provided guidance concerning the application of
the standards for determining whether a significant hazards
consideration exists by providing certain examples (51FR7751) of
amendments that are considered least likely to involve a
significant hazards consideration. The proposed change matches
example (i) in that it is a change to achieve consistency
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'hroughout the Technical Specifications. The testing limitation
of the turbine-driven AFW pump has already been recognized in one
section of the Technical Specifications. LCO 3.7.1.2 provides a
4.0.4 exemption to allow entry into Mode 3 before operability of
the pump is established. This proposed change extends the 4.0.4
exemption to ESFAS response time testing (LCO 3.3.2). This
provides for consistency throughout the Technical Specifications.

SAFETY EVALUATION FOR THE PROPOSED CHANGE

This proposed Technical Specification change will not increase the
probability or consequences of any accidents previously evaluated in the
FSAR. This proposed change affects the turbine-driven AFW pump. The
pump is currently required to be operable prior to Mode 2 entry (per LCO
3.7.1.2). LCO 3.7.1.2 provides an exemption from Specification 4.0.4
which allows the unit to enter Mode 3 without establishing operability
of this pump.

The proposed change would only provide clarification to the Technical
Specifications by formally extending the 4.0.4 .exemption to ESFAS
response time testing (LCO 3.3.2) for the turbine-driven AFW pump. This
will provide for consistency between the different specifications. The
response time testing provisions for the turbine-driven AFW pump have no
impact on the probability of occurrence of any previously analyzed
accidents. Additionally, the consequences of previously analyzed
accidents will not be increased since the Technical Specifications
already allow for this exemption.

This proposed Technical Specification change will not increase the
probability or consequences of a malfunction of equipment important to
safety. The Technical Specifications already allow for inoperability of
the turbine-driven AFW pump until operability is established in Mode 3
when proper steam conditions exist to perform the testing. This
proposed change provides consistency between the different
specifications concerning operability of this pump.

This proposed change will not reduce the margin of safety as defined in
the basis for any Technical Specification. LCO ,3.7.1.2. already grants
the turbine-driven AFW pump,a 4.0.4 exemption to allow entry into Mode 3
without performing an operability test. This proposed change'ill only
extend this 4.0.4 exemption to LCO 3.3.2 to ensure consistency between
the different specifications.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT CONSIDERATION DETERMINATION

The proposed Technical Specifications change request does not-involve an
unreviewed environmental question because operation of PVNGS Units 1, 2,
and 3 in accordance with this change would not:

Result in a significant increase in any adverse environmental
impact previously evaluated in the Final Environmental Statement
(FES) as modified by the staff's testimony to the Atomic Safety
and Licensing Board (ASLB), Supplements to the FES, Environmental
Impact appraisals, or in any decisions of the ASLB; or
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2. Result is a significant change in effluents or power levels; or

3. Result in matters not previously reviewed in the licensing basis
for PVNGS which may have a significant environmental impact.

MARKED-UP TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION C ANGE PAG S

Enclosed are revised pages 3/4 3-29 and 3/4 3-30 of the PVNGS Units 1,
2, and 3 Technical Specifications.
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