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Arizona Public Service Company
P.o. BOX 21666 ~ PHOENIX, ARIZONA 65036

May 24, 1983
ANPP 23878-MFH/MJW

Director of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
Attention: Mr. George Knighton, Chief
Licensing Branch No. 3
Division of Licensing
U. S. Nuclear* Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555

Subject: Palo Verde Nuclear Generating Station (PVNGS)
Units 1, 2 6 3
Docket Nos. STN-50-528-529-530
File:, 83-056-026/G.1.01.10

Reference: (A) Letter from T. H. Novak, NRC to E. E. Van Brunt, Jr.
dated April 20, 1983, "CE Owners Group Study on
Depressurization and Decay Heat Removal Capability of
CE Plants Without PORV's"

(B) Letter from A. E. Scherer, Combustion Engineering, to
D. G. Eisenhut, NRC, dated February 28, 1983

(C) Letter from R. W. Wells, Chairman CE Owners Group to
D. G. Eisenhut, NRC, dated October 28, 1982, "Response
to NRC Questions on Depressurization and Decay Heat
Removal Capabilities in Combustion Engineering Plants"

Dear Mr. Knighton:

Reference (A) discussed information required to evaluate depressurization and
decay heat removal capabilities in CE plants without PORV's and stated that:

"As a result of the Commission's concern, we now intend to make
our decision regarding the need for PORV's in the plants based
on all information received by June 30, 1983. Thus, you should
ensure that the necessary information has been submitted to
the NRC staff by this date if you wish it to be consider'ed in
the decision-making process."

I must express my concern with your position that the NRC's decision will be
based only upon information submitted by June 30, 1983. In October 1982,
the NRC was informed by the CE Owners Group, Reference (C), that the first
plant specific submittal would be submitted by June 30, 1983 with subsequent
plant-specific reports to be provided at one and one-half to two-month
intervals. Again, in February, 1983, CE informed the staff, Reference (B),
that the generic portion of the questions would be answered in a report
submitted by June 30, 1983 and that the remaining questions would be
answered in individual plant specific submittals.
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A great deal of time and effort has been expended by CE, the CE Owners Group,
ourselves and other utilities to support your evaluation. We believe that
all information to be provided is necessary for a proper evaluation of the
need for PORV's.

At the same time, we do recognize the NRC's concern for an expeditious
resolution of this issue. Therefore, we have accelerated our schedule by
two months to provide Palo Verde specific information by July 31, 1983
(earliest date possible) rather than the previously scheduled
September 30, 1983 date. Considering the amount of detailed material
which will be submitted by the Owners Group and other utilities, and the
necessity for a detailed review by the NRC staff, we believe this new
submittal schedule is responsive to the staff's needs and need not delay
the NRC's decision-making process.

ft is most likely that our plant specific results will be very similar and
comparable to the San Onofre Units 2 and 3 (lead plants) results. However,
we also strongly believe that our plant specific information should be the
basis for any decisions regarding the need for PORV's in Palo Verde.

Very truly yours

P.g. m~
E. E. Van Brunt, Jr.
APS Vice President,

Nuclear Projects
ANPP Project Director

EEVBJr/MJW/sb

cc: E. Licitra
A. C. Gehr
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