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Attention:

Subject:

Reference:

Mr. G. S. Spencer, Chief
Reactor Construction and Engineering Support Branch

Final Report
A 50.55(e) Reportable Condition Relating to indications
revealed in Site radiographs of piping spools which were
previously accepted
File: 81-019-026; D.4.33.2

I

(1): Telephone conversation between G. S. Spencer and
B. S. Kaplan on January 27, 1981 (DER 81-2)

(2) Interim Report, ANPP-17369-BSK/JAR, dated February 26,
1981

Dear Sir:

Attached, is our final written report of the reportable deficiency under
10CFR50. 55 (e) referenced above.

During the course of installation of p'iping spools in the containment and
auxiliary buildings, radiographs taken inadvertently revealed indications
in site radiographs of piping spools which were previously accepted.

Subsequent investigations and evaluations resulted in a determination that
the welds did meet ASME criteria and were acceptable. Therefore, it is
concluded that this would not have constituted a significant safety
condition.

lb
Attachments
cc: (see attached)

Very truly you s,
C c.i,

Q . 4 C<4c
AvU'.

E. Van Brunt, Jr.
APS Vice President,

Nuclear Projects
ANPP Project Director poll
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cc: jVictor Stello, Jr., Director
Office of Inspection -and.Enforcement
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

A. C. Gehr
Snell & Milmer

R. L.
D. B.
W. E.
A. C.
J. N.
J. A.
W. H.
M. G.
M. J.
R. L.
R. M.
D. R.
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FINAL REPORT

REPORTABLE DEFICIENCY 50. 55 (e)

ARIZONA PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY (APS)

PVNGS UNITS 2 and 3

I. Descri tion of Deficienc

A. An 8" piping spool identified as SG-008-DLBB-004 was installed
in the Containment Building, and during the course of installation
a radiographic examination (RT) revealed a line image which could
be interpreted to be incomplete fusion (LF) (NCR P-C-1968). This
RT was inadvertently performed on the Pullman Power Products
circumferential wel'd "B" rather than on a Bechtel repair weld made
adjacent to weld "B." This defect was evaluated by Bechtel as not
acceptable per the requirements of ASME Section III, NC 5320(a).
Pullman radiograph was pulled from the vault for review and an
image in the same location was noted as an ID surface mechanical
indication. The indication had been accepted by Pullman apparently
after performing an ID surface repair operation.

A subsequent review by Bechtel's Material 8 guality Services
(M8(S) group could not determine whether the reported condition is
the "grind-out" as'a result of a Pullman surface repair or whetherit is an LF which appears on the original supplier RT and additional
Bechtel RT. In any case, this very faint indication is interpreted
by M&gS to be LF, probably on or very near to the ID (based on the
above discussion). A subsequent UT examination by M5gS indicated
this condition to be not recordable to ASME XI based on low
amplitudes (5 - 20/ DAC).

Further review was conducted in a meeting between Bechtel Project
Engineering, Bechtel MSgS, and Pullman in which the various radio-
graphs were reviewed and evaluated by Level III personnel from both
MhgS and Pullman. The results of this evaluation are as follows:

o The indication is questionable in nature.
o The indication is very small.
~ The film image is faint and could be easily missed or mis-

interpreted.
e This is an isolated case since several thousand Pullman welds

have been examined during the Preservice Examination Program
and to date this is the first Pullman weld to be evaluated as
potentially reportable.

B. A 10" piping spool, supplied by Pullman Power Products, identified
as SI-079-FCBA-S003 was installed in the Auxiliary Building, and
during the course of installation Radiographic Examination revealed
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some porosity in the seam weld (NCR P-A-1951). This defect would
be considered unacceptable by ASME III RT acceptance criteria.
However, it has been verified that the pipe material is the SA 312
"welded without filler metal" variety and the supplier documentation
contains an acceptable UT data report. " For this type of material,
supplier UT is an acceptable examination method by ASME III,
NC-2500 and additional RT during or after installation is not
required. Code Interpretation III-1-78-189 states that this
longitudinal seam should be considered as base material and there-
fore examined and evaluated to NC-2500. Since UT was the original
examination method and the weld was acceptable, it need not comply
with RT evaluation criteria from NC-5000.

Another similar NCR (P-A-2111) has been initiated using RT inspection
criteria as described above and will be dispositioned in the same
manner as NCR P-A-1951.

II. Analysis of Safety Implication

A. The 8" piping spool indication is considered to be not reportable
since as demonstrated in I.A the indication if left uncorrected
would not affect the safe operation of the system and is completely
acceptable to ASME XI criteria.

B. The'0" piping spool indication and other similar conditions are
considered to be not reportable since if they had not been detected
they would not have represented safety significant conditions.

III. Corrective Action

A. To remove any question as to differing interpretations, the 8" piping
spool indication will be repaired to fully comply with the ASME III
RT acceptance criteria.

B. The 10" piping spool NCR and dther referenced NCR will be dis-
positioned as not requiring any repair.
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