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WASHINGTON PUBLIC POWER SUPPLY SYSTEM

P.O. Box 968 ¢ 3000 George Washington Way * Richland, Washington 99352

Tuly 12, 1996
G02-96-138

PER 296-0495

Docket No. 50-397

Document Control Desk
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

Subject: NUCLEAR PLANT WNP-2, OPERATING LICENSE NPF-21
LICENSEE EVENT REPORT NO. 96-003-00

Transmitted herewith is Licensee Event Report No. 96-003-00 for the WNP-2 Plant. This report
is submitted in response to the reporting requirements of 10CFRS50.73 and discusses the items
of reportability, corrective action taken, and action taken to preclude recurrence.

Should you have any questions or desire addmonal mformatmn, please call me or
L.C. Fernandez at (509) 377-4147.
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cc:  LJ Callan, NRC-RIV
KE Perkins, Jr., NRC-RIV, Walnut Creek Field Office
NS Reynolds, Winston & Strawn
TG Colburn, NRC
NRC Sr. Resident Inspector (Mail Drop 927N, 2 Copies)
INPO Records Center - Atlanta, GA
DL Williams, BPA (Mail Drop 399)
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outage.

The event had no safety significance.

i h :

At 2024 hours on June 15, 1996, with WNP-2 starting up in Mode 2, a surveillance test required to
verify Recirculation System loop flow balance was initiated beyond the time interval required by
Technical Specification 4.4.1.3.

The cause of the event was reactor plant startup and surveillance procedures that were incorrect or
omitted relevant information. The surveillance test was completed satisfactorily at 2100 hours on

June 15, 1996, demonstrating that Recirculation System loop flows were balanced within limits allowed
by Technical Specification 3.4.1.3.

At the time of the event, the plant was in Mode 2 with the reactor approximately at the 3% thermal
power level. The plant was starting up after completion of the Spring 1996 refueling and maintenance
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Event Description:

At approximately 2015 hours on June 15, 1996, an operator reviewing logs and completed procedures
governing activities being performed as part of restarting the plant after the Spring 1996 outage, determined
that a surveillance test had not been performed within the period required by the Technical Specifications.
The surveillance test was required to verify that Reactor Recirculation System [AD] loop flows were
balanced within limits allowed by Technical Specification 3.4.1.3, and should have been performed by
June 13, 1996. ‘ :

The required surveillance test was initiated at 2024 hours on June 15, 1996, completed at 2049 hours, and
approved by the Shift Manager at 2100 hours.

Root Cause:

The root cause of this event was reactor plant startup and surveillance procedures that were incorrect or
omitted relevant information. The surveillance procedure used to verify Reactor Recirculation (RRC)
System loop flow balance contains three separate parts covering three different surveillance requirements:
jet pump (P) operability, RRC loop flow balance, and the Average Power Range Monitor flow channel
check. The "Purpose” section of this surveillance procedure included the statement, "This surveillance is
performed within 24 hours of thermal power exceeding 25% of rated thermal power, in LE [less thzn or
equal to] 4 hours after an idle recirculation loop is returned to operation, and daily thereafter when the
reactor is in operational conditions 1 or 2." That is an incorrect statement since it does not reflect the
requirement of Technical Specification 3.4.1.3 for daily verification of RRC loop flow balance when in
Modes 1 and 2 regardless of reactor power level. Additionally, the procedure governing reactor plant
startup stated that the particular surveillance procedure was required after reaching 25% reactor power, and
also did not address the Technical Specification requirement to verify RRC loop flow balance on a daily
basis after entering Mode 2. These procedural deficiencies required the operating staff to rely on past
experience and acquired knowledge to assure that all Technical Specification requirements were met for the
proper conditions. Consequently, the root cause of this event was reactor plant startup and surveillance
procedures that were incorrect or omitted relevant information.

Further Corrective Actions:

The implementing surveillance procedure was changed to clearly identify the purposes and conditions under
which it is applicable. Additionally, the procedure governing reactor plant startup has been changed to
clearly identify both jet pump operability and Reactor Recirculation System loop flow balance must be
verified per Technical Specifications 3.4.1.2 and 3.4.1.3.
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Safety Significance:

The event had no safety significance. As part of the ongoing startup, both Reactor Recirculation System
pumps had been started at 15 Hz operation at 2202 hours on June 12, 1996, prior to entering Mode 2 at
2227 hours. Pursuant to the procedure governing operation of the Reactor Recirculation System, loop flow
balance had been verified as part of that evolution. Review of plant records between June 12 and

June 15, 1996 demonstrated that Reactor Recirculation System loop flows were balanced within limits
specified by Technical Specification 3.4.1.3 during the entire interval. Therefore, the system was being
operated within Technical Specification 3.4.1.2 and 3.4.1.3 requirements in this interval, although the
required Technical Specxﬂcauon survelllance test for loop flow balance verification was not performed until
June 15, 1996.

Other Previous Occurrences:

Licensee Event Report 88-033-00 identified an event involving a surveillance test related to the control
room ventilation system that had not been performed on a timely basis during plant startup.






