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At 1012 hours on May 22, 1988, during a panel walkdown, the Control Room Operator (CRO)
noted that the green status indicating light for the Division Two Emergency Diesel
Generator (DG2) start circuit was not energized. Investigation revealed that the Diesel
Generator Control Power Transfer Switch (FRTS-7) located in the Remote Shutdown Room was
not in its required position. The switch, a two position GE SB-1 transfer switch, was
found in a mid-position between the two active positions "Normal" and "Emergency".
Evaluation of the switch design revealed that with the switch in the mid-position, it is
highly probable that. DG2 would not have responded to a start signal and was inoperable.
At this time the Division One Emergency Diesel Generator (DGl) was out of service for
modification and Core Alterations, were in progress. With both Division One and Division
Two Diesel Generators inoperable, the requirements specified in the WNP-2 Technical
Specification 3.8. 1.2 (Electric Power Systems A.C . Sources - Shutdown) were not complied
with. This resulted in the Plant being in a condition prohibited by Technical
Specifications. ( i.e ., less than the minimum required A.C . power sources while shutdown)
Diesel Generator Control Power Transfer Switch FRTS-7 was immediately placed in the
"Normal" position restoring the green status light indication and DG-2 operability. No

definite cause has been established for this event. This LER will be required reading
for all licensed operators and all equipment operators at WNP-2. A technical evaluation
will be, completed to determine if protective barriers should be installed to prevent
inadverent contact with switch FRTS-7. A technical evaluation will be completed to
determine if protective barriers should be installed on the Alternate Remote Shutdown
Panel. During the shutdown conditions which existed at the time of the event, the
primary safety concern was maintenance of water level above the fuel. At no time during
this event was there any significant increase in the potential for uncovering the fuel.
Therefore this event posed no threat to the safety of Plant personnel or the public.
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Plant Conditions

a) Power Level - OX

b) Plant Mode - 5 (Refueling)

Event Descri tion

At 1012 hours on May 22, 1988, during a panel walkdown, the Control Room Operator
(CRO) noted that the green status indicating light for the Division Two Emergency
Diesel Generator (DG2) start circuit was not energized. Investigation revealed that
the Diesel Generator, Control Power Transfer Switch (FRTS-7) located in the Remote
Shutdown Room was not in its required position. The switch, a two position GE SB-1
transfer switch, was found in a mid-position between the two active positions NNormal"
and "Emergency". Evaluation of the switch design performed several weeks afterward,
revealed that with the switch in the mid-position, it is highly probable that DG2

would not have responded to a start signal and was inoperable. At the time of this
event the Division One Emergency Diesel Generator (DGl) was out of service for
modification and Core Alterations were in progress. With both Division One and
Division Two Diesel Generators inoperable, the requirements specified in the WNP-2
Technical Specification 3.8. 1.2 .(Electric Power Systems A.C . Sources - Shutdown) were
not complied with. This resulted in the Plant being in a condition prohibited by
Technical Specifications (i.e., less than the minimum required A.C. power sources
while shutdown, during core alterations).

Immediate Corrective Action

Diesel Generator Control Power Transfer Switch FRTS-7 was immediately placed in the
"Normal" position restoring the green status light indication and DG-2 operability.

Further Evaluation

2.

3.

This event is being reported under the provisions of 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(i)(B) as
a "condition prohibited by the Plant's Technical Specifications".

The Division, Two Diesel Generator was potentially inoperable for a maximum
period of approximately ten hours. This time .frame is based upon discussions
with the operating crew on shift prior to the point of discovery that claimed
Diesel Generator Two to be operable on their

shift.'o

definite cause has been established for this event. A probable cause of
switch FRTS-7 being out of position was that it was inadvertently bumped by an
Equipment Operator while making his inspection tour of the Remote Shutdown
room. The switch is located approximately six inches from the edge of a
control panel at waist height. An individual wearing a portable radio in a hip
holster can come into contact. with the switch when rounding the edge of the
panel.
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4, The FRTS-7 switch position is annunciated in the Control Room to inform the
Operators when. the switch is in the "Emergency" position. The mid-position
interrupts the circuit for the diesel generator start circuit status and other
functions but does not complete the circuit for the annunciator until the
switch is positioned completely to "Emergency";

Futher Corrective Action

1. This LER wil,l be required reading for all licensed operators and all equipment
operators at WNP-2.

2. A technical evaluation will be completed to determine if protective barriers
should be installed to prevent inadverent contact with switch FRTS-7.,

3. A technical evaluation will be completed to determine if protective barriers
should be installed on the Alternate Remote Shutdown Panel. This panel is in
the same walk path on the operator tour.

Safety Si nificance

At the time of this event, the Plant was shutdown for refueling with core alterations
in progress (Control Rod Drive removal and replacement only). . The only action
required by Plant Technical Specifications during this instance of inoperability of
both Diesel Generators is to suspend core alterations. In the absence of fuel
movement, the primary safety concern during shutdown conditions is maintenance of
water level above the fuel. This event did not affect core water level. At no time
during this event was there any significant increase: in the potential for uncovering
the fuel. This event posed no threat to the safety of Plant personnel or the public.

Similar Events
None

EIIS Information

Text Reference EIIS Reference

Diesel Generator One

Diesel Generator Two

System
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DG

DG

Switch FRTS-7
r

Alternate Remote Shutdown Panel

Control Rod Drive
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WASHINGTON PUBLIC POWER SUPPLY SYSTEM

P.O. Box 968 ~ 3000 George Washington Way ~ Richland, Washington 99352

Docket No. 50-397

June 21, 1988

Document Control Desk
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555,

Subject: NUCLEAR PLANT NO. 2
LICENSEE EVENT REPORT NO. 88-018

Dear Sir:

Transmitted herewith is Licensee Event Report No. 88-018 for the WNP-2 Plant.
This report is submitted in response to the report requirements of 10CFR50.73
and discusses the items of reportability, corrective action taken, and action
taken to preclude recurrence.

Very truly yours,

.M. Powers (M/D 927M)
MNP-2 Plant Manager

CMP:lg

Enclosure:
Licensee Event Report No. 88-018

cc: Mr. John B. Martin, NRC - Region V

Mr. C.J . Bosted, NRC Site (M/D 901A)
INPO Records Center - Atlanta, GA

Ms. Dottie Sherman, ANI
Mr. D.L. Williams, BPA (M/D 399)


