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Washington Public Power Supply System
P.O. Box 968 3000 George Washington Way Richland, Washington 99352 (509) 372-5000

May 31, 1985
G02-85-286

Docket No. 50-397

Director of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
Attention: Mr. W. R. Butler, Chief
Licensing Branch No. 2
Division of Licensing
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

Dear Mr. Butler:

Subject: NUCLEAR PLANT NO. 2
OPERATING LICENSE NPF-21, RE(VEST FOR TECHNICAL
SPECIFICATION AMENDMENT UNDER EXIGENT CIRCUMSTANCES:
REASON FOR EXIGENCY

Reference: 1) Letter, G02-85-275, G. C. Sorensen (SS) to W. R. Butler
(NRC), Same Subject, dated May 29, 1985

2) Letter, G02-85-251, G. C. Sorensen (SS) to W. R. Butler
(NRC), "Request for Amendment to Technical Specifications
for Automatic Depressurization System (ADS) Logic Modifi-
cations, License Condition 18", dated May 16, 1985

Reference 1) requested that the subject amendment (ADS Logic Modification)
be processed on an exigent basis as authorized by Section 50.91(a)(6). The
purpose of this letter is to provide further justification for a finding of
exigent circumstances.

During the May 8, 1985 Plant Operation Committee (POC) meeting, the Plant
Modification Request for the inhibit switch installation was discussed.
Installation of the inhibit switch is part of a plant modification involving
a change in the ADS logic authorized by NRC in connection with License
Condi tion 18. At that meeting a question was raised as to whether the Region
V Resident Inspector agreed with the Supply System position that the technical
specification modification ultimately requested by the Supply System in its
May 16, 1985 letter (Reference 2) was not necessary in view of the Staff's
prior approval of the ADS logic modification. Later that same day a follow-
up discussion between the Resident Inspector and the Plant Technical Staff
revealed a difference of opinion wi th respect to the need for the technical
specification modification. Over the next few days numerous discussions were
held between NRR, Region V and the Supply System. In addition, the Supply
System continued internally to assess the need for the modification to plant
technical specifications.
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The Supply System also simultaneously proceeded to prepare and review
internally the technical specification modification, even though no final
resolution was reached as to whether the technical specification modification
was required. The modification was submitted to the POC and discussed during
its May 15 meeting. The following day (May 16, 1985) the modification and
transmittal letter received the required approval from the Corporate Nuclear
Safety Review Board. It was signed and telecopied to the NRC on the same day.

Under these circumstances the Supply System believes that it responded expedi-
tiously and prudently. as soon as a question was raised as to the need for
the requested technical specification modification. In addition, as discussed
in the Supply System's May 16, 1985 letter, the requested modification is not
controversial. Therefore, the Supply System could gain no advantage as a
result of the development of exigent circumstances. Accordingly, the Supply
System requests that the Staff proceed „with the necessary steps to grant this
request for amendment on an exigent basis, as authorized under Section 50.91
(a)(6).

Should you have, any further questions, please contact Mr. P. L. Powell, Manager,
WNP-2 Licensing.

Yery truly yours,

G. C. Sorensen, Manager
Regulatory Programs
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