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ROCHESTER C:AS AND ELECTRIC CORPORATION » 89 EAST AVENUE, ROCHESTER, N.Y. 14649-0001 AREA CODE 716 546-2700

ROBERT C. MECREDY
Vice President

Nuclear Operations October 11, 1995

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Document Control Desk

Attn: Allen R. Johnson
Project Directorate I-1

Washington, D.C. 20555

Subject: Ginna Station Inservice Inspection Program
ASME Section XI Required Examinations
Relief Request No. 31
R.E. Ginna Nuclear Power Plant
Docket No. 50-244

Dear Mr. Johnson:

The purpose of this letter is to request relief from the provisions
of the ASME Code, Section XI requirements for hydrostatic testing
for welded repair and replacement activities for Class 1, 2, and 3
systems. This relief request is made in accordance with the
provisions of 10CFR50.55(a) (3) (i). The basis of this "relief
request is the recently issued ASME Section XI Code Case N-416-1.
The alternative examination and testing requirements presented in
this relief request are in accordance with the Code Case to provide
an acceptable level of quality and safety. This request is being
made in support of the steam generator replacement activity
scheduled for the upcoming spring 1996 refueling outage. As such,
we request your action on this item by December 5, 1995. Any
guestions regarding the scope or timing of this relief request
should be directed to George Wrobel of my staff at (716)724-8070.

Very truly yours,

Robert C. Miiii%i%Lj§7r//

Xc: Mr. Allen R. Johnson (Mail Stop 14B2)
Project Directorate I-1
Washington, D.C. 20555

REJT\395

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Region I .

475 Allendale Road

King of Prussia, PA 19406

Ginna Senior Resident Inspector
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RELIEF REQUEST NO. 31

vy

CODE CASE N-416-1

Components for Which Relief is Requested:

All Class 1, 2, and 3 systems.

ASME Reqguirements for Which Relief is Requested:

Article IWA-4000 and ‘IWA-SOOO hydrostatic pressure test
requirements. ‘

L)

Basis - Code Case N-416-1:

The above Articles require that hydrostatic pressure testing
be performed after welded repair or installation of
replacement items by welding on ASME Class 1, 2, and 3
pressure boundary components. The higher pressures imposed on
the pressure boundary components during hydrostatic testing do
not challenge the structural integrity of the material, and
produce only a slight enhancement in 1leak detection
capability. The additional leakage, above that which occurs
during a system pressure test at nominal operating pressure,
is inconsequential in determining pressure boundary integrity.
The Code Case N-416-1 provides an acceptable alternative to
these requirements.

In addition, the added burden of requiring special maintenance
activities for isolation of components to be tested, such as;
temporary gagging or removal of relief valves installed to
prevent overpressurization, leaktight repair of valving which
does not normally serve a pressure isolation function, pinning
of applicable supports and installation of ©portable
hydrostatic pressure pumps can be avoided.

Adoption of this Code Case will provide for substitution of
additional NDE and a system leakage test, conducted at nominal
operating pressure, for the post-repair/replacement
hydrostatic test, currently required for Class 1, 2, and 3
systens. ‘ ‘

Proposed Alternate Method: v

The requirements of Code Case N-416-1 will be .implemented as
alternate provisions to the ASME Section XI Code, 1986 Edition
with, no Addenda, for Class 1, 2, and 3 pressure boundary
component welded repairs and installation of replacement items
as follows:
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(c)

® I |

- -

NDE shall be performed in accordance with methods and
acceptance criteria of the applicable Subsection of the
1992 Edition of ASME Section III. In addition, for Class
3 pressure retaining welds (butt and socket) a surface
examination of the root layer shall be performed when
those pressure retaining welds are required to have a
surface examination performed in accordance with the 1992
Edition of ASME Section III. For those Class 3 welds
receiving radiography in lieu of a surface examination in
accordance with Section III, no additional surface
examination of the root layer needs to be performed.

Prior to or immediately upon return to service, a visual
examination (VT-2) shall be performed in conjunction with
a system leakage test, using the 1992 Edition of ASME
Section XI, in accordance with paragraph IWA-5000, at
nominal operating pressure.

Use of this Code Case shall be documented on an
applicable code form and included in the ISI Summary
Report.
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