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ROCHESTER GAS AND ELECTRIC CORPORATION e 89 EAST AVENUE, ROCHESTER, N.Y. 14649-0001

March 13, 1990 TELEPmONE
ArEA copg ™18 546.2700

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Document Control Desk
‘Attn: Allen R. Johnson

Project Directorate I-3
Washington, D.C. 20555

Subject: Updated Response to NRC IE Bulletin 89-03; Potential
Loss of Shutdown Margin During Refueling Operations
R.E. Ginna Nuclear Power Plant
Docket No. 50-244

Dear Mr. Johnson:

NRC Bulletin 89-03 requires each licensee to notify the NRC

by letter whether they have taken or will take the actions
specified in this Bulletin. The purpose of this correspondence is
to inform the NRC of the changes in Rochester Gas and Electric

Corporation's (RG&E) plans to address the actions specified in NRC

Bulletin 89-03.

RG&E's original response, dated January 25, 1990, was based

on Westinghouse guidelines in effect at the time of the response.

Subsequent to the response, Westinghouse has modified the
guidelines. The modified guidelines provide new information
regarding placement of fuel assemblies when temporarily stored
along the baffle or when used to construct temporary boxes which

may be required to load a difficult assembly. °

Westinghduse has performed an analysis, for the purpose of
developing these guidelines, to assure that a more reactive

configuration than that analyzed in the safety evaluation is not

created during refueling. This analysis is applicable to fuel
assemblies with enrichments up to 5.0 weight percent U-235. RG&E
will incorporate the Westinghouse, "Subcriticality and Core
Coupling Guidelines for Core Loading" currently in effect into its
fuel assembly movement sequence procedure prior to the next core
reload in April 1990. Following these guidelines will assure that
the shutdown margin requirements of RG&E's Technical Specifications
are maintained during refueling operations and satisfy the concerns

in Bulletin 89-03.
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Division Manager V”
Nuclear Production



Subscribed and sworn to before me
on this 13th day of March, 1990.
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-DEBORAH A. PIPERNI
Notary Public in the Stzte of New York
ONTARIO COUNTY
Commission Expires Nov. 23, 18 L
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Xc: Mr. Allen R. Johnson (Mail Stop 14D1)
Project Directorate I-3
Washington, D.C. 20555

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Region I

475 Allendale Road

King of Prussia, PA 19406

Ginna Senior Resident Inspector




