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Gentlenen:
RE: MNino Hile Point, Unit 1

As a rosult of a recent additional assessnent of the structural integrity
of the lark I containnent system used in your reactor facllity, nenbers
“of our respective technical staffs net in Bethesda on Feébruary 26, 1976.
This letter will confirm the results of these discussions and tho
conclusions reached by the NRR staff subscquent to the meeting.

On January 28, 1976, the Hark I ouncrs group specified that the torus
support dounward load strength ratios were based on an clastic
analysis. Ratlos around 1.0 were not of great concern to you
becausc you believed that a redistribution of loads would occur

and that these factors would be reduced when an elastic~plastic
analysls was later perforned. On those facilities uith strength
ratios ereater than 0.9, the NRC staff requested further inforration
shiich we are currently cvaluating. .

On February 19 and 20, 1976, a more detailed dlacussion of the above
technical points occurrcd. After studyins details of the stress

distributlion from Bechtel’s computer output, it is our judpment

and your consultants agree that- redistribution of loads may not

be significant for the wclds at the top of the torus colunns.

Thercfore, the pargin of safety at these welds are louer than

those for other illark X coﬁponents.

Because of thg reduced marain, the neetxnuﬂin Potbesd1 vas called t
Lo diseuss your plans to pronptly rostore adequatce nargine of

safety for the streucture. You ceseribed and discussed with our ' v
staff various operating rodifications which mwould reduce the loads, N
such as uso of an inereased drywell pressure and decreascd torus /gé
uater level. After discussing your planned actions and the lensth _
of tine required to provide enhanced safety nargins using the.
operational aetlons, you ané other ronhers of the lMarlk I omers” < . .
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hiagqra Hobawk ?ower Corporation ~ 2w~

'5roup indioated that you would pronphly cnhanco safety marrins by

~ predsuring the contanimmont to establish a difforential pressure of

at least 1 pal between the.dryuwell atmospherc and torus., You proposcd
to assure that such dlffercntial was established by londay, March 1,

- 1976. »

-

Our technical staff has assessced this proposal and agrece wlth your
technical representatives that the establishment of a differential
pressure of at least 1 psi will provido a reductlion in potential
loads during a postulated loss of coelant aceidont- and an- -associated
rostoration of the margins of safoty so that the margin of safety
is about g factor of tto. . .

I an pleaged with the prompt responae by the lark I ouners”’ yroup
to our concern that safety nargins be restored in a pronpt fashion.
This, therefore confirna our discusslons of yesterday that you
will establish by Monday, March 1, 1976, a differential pressure
of a nininun of one psi between the drywell atnosphere and the
torus vapor space and that this differential pressure will be
maintainod whencver the reactor is in operation, until further
authorization by the MRC. This will respond to our directive -

’ L

~ of yesterday that safcty margins for tho’Stvuqturg‘be onhanced

pronptly. -

Sorze of the systems wmay be medified thereafter by a puﬂpback syetcn
to nininize the nitrogen requirenents.‘ Our staff will revieuw
any such proposal promptly whon your plans becone nore definite.

.

-. ' Horeover, we also will continuo to work with your staff on prempt
"- implenontation of your plants for structural modificatlions of

"~ the containrent systeno in accordance s7ith the established progran

,of the ! ark I ouners’ groups ' '

Slncerely,

" Ben C. Rugsche, Dirocior
0ffice of Ruclear Reaotor Repulation
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cc:

Arvin E. Upton, Esquire ~ .

LeBoeuf, Lamb, Leiby § MacRae e
1757 N Street, N. W.

Washington, D. C. 20036

Anthony Z. Roisman, Esquire

Roisman, Kessler and Cashdan

1712 N Street, N. W. ‘ o
Washington, D. C. 20036

Dr. William Seymour, Staff Coordinator
New York State Atomic Energy Council . -
New York State Department of Commerce
99 Washington Street

Albany, New York 12207

Oswego City Library
120 E. Second Street
Oswego,. New York 13126

Mr. Robert P. Jones, Supervisor
Town of Scriba

R. D. #4

Oswego, New York 13126
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