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NiaAGARA MOHAWK POWER CORPORATION

i
NIAGARA % MOHAWK

300 ERIE BOULEVARD WEST
SYRACUSE,N.Y. 12202

April 11, 1974

Mr. Donald J. Skovholt.

Assistant Director for Operating Reactors
Directorate of Licensing

United States Atomic Energy Commission
Washington, D. C. 20545

Dear Mr. Skovholt:

Re: Nine Mile Point Unit 1
Docket No. 50-220

Pursuant to Section 50.59 of the Commission's Regulations, Niagara
Mohawk plans to make a change in its facility under Provisional Operating
License No. DPR-17. Briefly, this change consists of installation of plugs in
the upper end of the non-instrumented incore housings. T

The modification is designed to prevent the accumulation of radio-
active scale in the non-instrumented incore housing flanges under the reactoxr
vessel. The scale accumulation in these housings produces high radiation
levels under the vessel and interferes with control rod drive maintenance.
operations.

The proposed facility modification provides for installation of
plugs in the upper end of the non-instrumented incore housing as shown in
Figure 1 attached. This will prevent the accumulation of radioactive scale
in these incore housings. The four fuel assemblies surrounding the incore
housing would be removed and the plug inserted. As can be noted from the
attached figure, a fluid path is provided through a screen into the core
housing from the area between the upper and lower core support plates. This
will prevent any pressurization force buildup within the incore housing by
providing equalized pressures in and out of the tube. The plug assembly
cannot be forced completely out of the incore housing due to the normal
positioning of the fuel assemblies and the length of the plug assemblies.
The twenty-two spare incore housing locations are shown on Figure 2.
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Mr. D. J. Skovholt | April 11, 1974
U. S. Atomic Energy Commission

The facility modification has been reviewed by on-site and off-site
safety review committees who concur that the modification is in the best interest
of maintaining a high degree of safety and reduction in personnel exposure.

Very truly yours,

Yy

James Bartlett
Executive Vice President
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