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Respectfully referred to:

Congressional Liaison
Iluclear Regulatory Commission
1717 H Street NH
Room 1047
Nashington, D.C. 20555

Because of the desire of this office to be

responsive to all inquiries and communications,
your consideration of the attached is
requested. Your findings and views, in
duplicate form, along with return of the
enclosure, will be appreciated by

James L. Duckley

,U.S.S.
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0'&ectca'of'P.:m~x tory Cperations
Nuclear Regulatory Cornission
Washington> D.C. 20555

Khrch 27, '1975

Docket No 50-220

Gentlepersons:

It has come to my attention, through Dan Greene of Niagara Kbhawk-
and Sue Reinert of Ecology Action of Oswego, that Nine Hile Point 1
may be operating in an unsafe condition. I am a friend of several
members of Ecology Action, and have. often worked with them, so this
letter may be considered a friendly letter on their behalf.

As I understand the situation> NIP 1 w nt, on-line December, 1969,
and has never shipped any of its discharged spent fuel elements off-
site. I know that Nuclear %el S rvices has not received discharged
fuel elements from M'' 1, and the Barnwell fuel receiving area can-
not be licensed to receive fuel elements until there is a safety
hearing. Thus, the discharged fuel must bo stored in the N,"LP 1
storage pool. It is my understanding that the storage pool is so
full that the entire core cannot be placed there> m.thout removing
control rods from the pool. These additional manipulations with the
control rods would definitely apoear to be undesirable> if not un-
safe> if it were necessary to remove the fuel from the'eactor rap-
idlye

The present fuel. rods have been in the reactor a year and a half,
the latest batch, an% should b highly radioactive. I assur~ that
other of the Xbel elements in the pres nt core have been there
much longer. What seems likely is that the company is delaying a
shut-down until the Barnwell facility can accomodate the fuel elem-
ent,s, but that, this de~my may'be leadinz to an unsafe situation in
that the likeliehood for fuel cladding failure wil3. increase with
greater reactor exoosure. lt appears that a balance is being made
between economics and safety.

Based, on the above, I am requesting an inspection of the NLP 1
facility'o determine whether the plant is operating in a safe con-
dition. I request an answer to this letter which can also address
the following questions:

1) Rut is the capacity of the h~W 1 storage pool'
2) Yfhat is the storage date, burn-up, and quantity of each batch

of irradiated fuel discharged to the storage pool?
3) Vlhat is the cooling capaci y o the storage pool?
4) 7fhat is the burn-up and. quantity of the irradiated fuel elem-

ents presently in he reactor core'?
Q What is the -:.otal heat output o all> storage pool plus reac-



t

~ 4
~ '-

e

f



I
~ I

~ ~
4

~ V
l

0;
tor, fuel elements and contro1 rods', in a non-critical array?

6) What percentage of the fuel elercents are da-,aged?
7) Mhat is the radioactivity level of the coolant mter presently

in the reactor?
8) 7lhen xas the last check for cracks in the cooling pipes, in-

cluding the ECCS pipes?

I have taken the liberty of miling a copy of this letter to
the leo Ne+ .York Senators~ and the Ne~ York State Office of the
Attorney General. 'Thank you for a tinnily response.

cc- D. Greene
S. Reinert

~ J. Buckley
J. Javits
L. Iefkonitz

Sincerely yours,

Dr. Narvin Resnikoff
174 West Ave.
Buffalo> N.X. lh201
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