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October 1, 1976

Director of'uclear Reactor Regulation
Attn: Mr. George Lear, Chief

Operating Reactors 'Branch, ¹3
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D. C. 20555

Re: Nine Mile Point Unit 1
Docket No. 50«220

DPR-63

Dear Mr. Lear:

This is in response to your September 14, 1976 letter
which requested an analysis of'otential missile damage from the
solid catwalk at Nine Mile Point Unit l. Analyses performed by
Gerieral El'ectric and Teledyne Materials Research established that
the hypothetical inst'antaneous double-ended break of a 16 inch
diameter or larger pipe would be required to provide sufficient
energy to potentially cause the catwalk to act as 'a missile. The
only piping in that category at Unit 1 are the Main Steam and
Reactor Recirculation lines.

The probability of this 16 inch or greater hypothetical
pipe break occurring is very conservatively calculated at 4 x 10 5

per year. This figure is based on available data for pipe breaks of
6 inches or greater, and is therefore quite conservative.

Our July 23, 1976 letter to the Commission committed t'o
removal of t'e solid catwalk during the scheduled Spririg, 1977
refueling outage. Since this outage is only about six months away,
the very low probability stated above would be reduced even further,
by about a factor of two. Therefore, Nine Mile Point Unit 1 can
be operated, wi thout any undue hazard to the public health and
safety, until the scheduled outage.

Very truly yours,
NIAGARA MOHAWK POWER CORPORATION

G RALD K RHODE
Vice Pr sident - Engineering
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