January 6, 2017

Ms. Kathryn E. Godfrey, Assistant Director
Homeland Security and Justice

U.S. Government Accountability Office
441 G Street, NW

Washington, DC 20548

Dear Ms. Godfrey:

Thank you for providing the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) with the opportunity to
review and comment on the U.S. Government Accountability Office’s (GAQ’s) draft report
GAO-17-182, “Critical Infrastructure Protection: Additional Actions by DHS Could Help Identify
Opportunities to Harmonize Access Control Efforts.” The NRC has reviewed the draft report
and finds that it accurately reflects the NRC’s access control efforts, which require each
commercial nuclear power plant licensee to establish, implement, and maintain an access
authorization program, including the provision of unescorted access, in accordance with NRC
regulations in order to protect against acts of radiological sabotage.

If you have any questions regarding the NRC’s response, please contact Mr. John Jolicoeur by
phone at (301) 415-1642 or by email at John.Jolicoeur@nrc.gov.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Victor M. McCree

Executive Director
for Operations

cc: Chris Currie, GAO
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