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Mrs. Meghan Koperski
Tequesta Field Laboratory
19100 SE Federal Highway
Tequesta, FL 33469

Subject: Marine Turtle Removal Monthly Summary
November 2016
Dear Meghan,

Attached, please find the monthly summary of marine turtle removals for November 2016. This month, we
captured nine (9) Caretta caretta and nine (9) Chelonia mydas in the intake canal of the St. Lucie power plant
on Hutchinson Island. Only one sea turtle was sent for rehabilitation and there were no mortalities recorded
during the month of November. As with all sea turtle strandings at the Saint Lucie Plant (alive or dead), the
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) was consulted and a stranding form was filed with
the state through the Sea Turtle Stranding and Salvage Network.

There was one loggerhead sea turtle sent for rehabilitation for non-causal injuries this month. On November
28th, a subadult loggerhead in poor condition was recovered from the tangle nets. Approximately 7 feet of
heavy monofilament line was protruding from the cloaca. After consultation with FWC, Inwater Research
Group biologists transported the turtle to the Loggerhead Marinelife Center in Juno Beach for rehabilitation.
From there, the turtle was transferred to the Gumbo Limbo Nature Center where it received further treatment
and surgery to remove an ingested hook. This stranding was considered non-causal.

Net inspections were also performed during the month of November. On the 30th, UESI performed the
quarterly net inspections on the barrier nets within the intake canal system (specifically, the 5-inch, 8-inch A-1-
A, and 10-inch U.L.D.S. nets). In addition, trash was removed from the primary 5-inch barrier net and the
support buoys for the 8-inch A-1-A net were adjusted following the outage. No holes in the netting were
uncovered during the quarterly net inspections.

Throughout the month, the permanent 5-inch barrier net experienced negligible loads of algae and jellyfish that
entered into the intake canal system. Overall, the barrier net has performed as designed and no turtles have been
observed beyond the 5-inch net.



The tag numbers and morphometric data for all turtles captured during the month have been included with this
report (see attachments/addendums). Also included is a spreadsheet for all captures, mortalities, injuries, and
causal events delineated by species and by month for 2016. In addition, this spreadsheet tracks fresh scrapes
incurred on captured turtles for the current month, as well as the entire year. An additional Excel spreadsheet
tracks all causal injuries and mortalities incurred by sea turtles at the St. Lucie Plant since 2003.

Please feel free to contact me with any questions.

Sincerely,

Steve
Steve Weege

Sr. Environmental Specialist
Inwater Research Group, Inc.

4160 NE Hyline Dr.
Jensen Beach, FL 34957

sweege(@inwater.org

(772) 349-7252
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MARINE TURTLE REMOVALS
ST. LUCIE PLANT INTAKE CANAL
NOVEMBER 2016

Date Species Note Tag #'s SMCL SSCL CSCL CMCW SMCW SMPL Weight Method
(cm) (cm) (cm) (cm) (cm) (cm)  (kg)

11/1/2016  Chelonia mydas 982000365058291 27.8 28.1 29.0 252 226 228 27 Dip net
11/5/2016  Chelonia mydas MMAGB70/MMA671 47.7 479 504 440 386 396 129 South net
11/6/2016  Caretta caretta MMAG72/MMA673 62.1 63.5 658 68.1 543 498 377 South net
11/9/2016  Caretta caretta MMAG674/MMA675 61.2 624 670 63.6 522 482 36.1 South net
11/11/2016  Chelonia mydas MMAG76/MMA677 33.8 344 357 295 273 27.1 45 South net
11/11/2016  Chelonia mydas MMAG678/MMA679 304 31.0 317 251 241 243 33 North net
11/11/2016  Chelonia mydas MMA680 275 281 285 236 214 220 26 South net
11/12/2016  Chelonia mydas MMAB81/MMAB82 48.3 498 522 46.1 405 418 159 South net
11/12/2016  Caretta caretta MMAGB83/MMAG84 61.8 634 680 648 513 478 355 South net
11/13/2016  Caretta caretta MMAB85/MMA686 60.4 619 653 652 56.0 483 36.7 North net
11/16/2016  Chelonia mydas MMAB87 272 275 280 255 233 224 25 Dip net
11/17/2016  Caretta caretta MMAB88/MMAB89 52.2 53.0 56.6 550 450 412 233 North net
11/19/2016  Chelonia mydas MMAB90/MMAB91 439 445 46.3 409 362 379 102 North net
11/20/2016  Caretta caretta 1 MMAB49/MMA650 59.7 61.3 645 639 517 475 379 North net
11/26/2016  Caretta caretta MMAB92/MMAB93 61.7 62.7 68.0 629 50.7 479 329 North net



Date Species Note Tag #'s SMCL SSCL CSCL CMCW SMCW SMPL Weight Method
(em) (cm) (ecm) (cm) (cm) (cm) (kg)

11/27/2016  Chelonia mydas MMAG94/MMAG95 47.0 47.8 494 406 36.1 385 133 South net
11/27/2016  Caretta caretta MMAB96/MMA697 719 729 778 73.0 593 559 581 South net

11/28/2016  Caretta caretta 2 RCW161128-01 70.6 724 759 714 570 56.0 46.7 North net



NOTES

1. RECAPTURE. Turtle was removed from the intake canal, tagged and released at Hutchinson Island on
10/19/16 and 11/20/16.

2. REHAB (NON-CAUSAL). Stranding# RCW161128-01. Underweight subadult loggerhead in poor condition
recovered from the tangle nets. Heavy monofilament line (7ft) protruding from cloaca. After consultation
with FWC, Inwater Research Group biologists transported the turtle to the Loggerhead Marinelife Center
in Juno Beach for rehabilitation.

SMCL = Straight Minimum Carapace Length
SMCL = Straight Standard Carapace Length
CSCL = Curved Standard Carapace Length
CMCW = Curved Maximum Carapace Width
SMCW = Straight Maximum Carapace Width
SMPL = Straight Midline Plastron Length
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