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MEMORANDUM TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR HEARING OF THE REDEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF READING AND THE 
CITY OF READING, PENNSYLVANIA 

Attached is a hearing request of the Redevelopment Authority of the City of Reading and 
the City of Reading, Pennsylvania. The request was filed on November 24, 1998, in 
response to a notice of opportunity of hearing with respect to a license amendment request 
of Cabot Performance Materials (Cabot) (Docket No. 40-9027) . The proposed amendment 
would allow decommissioning of Cabot's contaminated sites located in Reading and 
Revere, Pennsylvania. The notice was published in the Federal Register at 63 Fed. Reg. 
57715 (October 28, 1998) (copy attached). 

The request for hearing is being referred to you for appropriate action in accordance with 
10 C.F.R. Sec. 2.1261 . 

Attachments: As stated 

cc: Commission Legal Assistants 
OGC 
CAA 
OPA 
EDO 
NMSS 
Carl J. Engleman, Jr., Esquire 
Anthony T. Campitelli 

Cabot Performance Materials 



Secretary 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Attention: Rulemaking and Adjudications Staff 
Washington, DC 20555-0001 

November 24, 1998 
Docket Number 40-9027 

REQUEST FOR A HEARING 
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The Redevelopment Authority of the City of Reading, Berks County, Pennsylvania, through 

their solicitors, Timothy G. Dietrich, Esquire, Carl J. Engleman Jr., Esquire, and Rhoda, Stoudt & 

Bradley, Esquires and the City of Reading, Berks County, Pennsylvania, through its solicitor Keith 

Mooney, Esquire hereby submit this request for a hearing pursuant to 10 C.F.R. § 2.1205. This 

request for a hearing is timely under 10 C.F.R. § 2.1205 (d). The Notice from the Nuclear 

Regulatory Commission was published in the Federal Register on Wednesday, October 28, 1998. 63 

FR 57715. This request for a hearing has been made within the thirty day window as set forth in 10 

C.F.R. § 2.1205 (d)(l). 

Introduction 

1. Cabot Corporation has submitted a site Decommissioning Plan for a slag pile containing 

radioactive slag located on real estate commonly known as the "American Chain and Cable Property" 

in the City of Reading, County of Berks, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

2. The radioactive slag pile extends onto an unopened street known as "River Road" which 

boarders the American Chain and Cable Property. An unopened street is an area for which a 

municipality holds a right of way for a street, but the street has not been constructed and is not open 

for use by the public. The City of Reading asserts title to such a right of way for River Road. 

3. The Redevelopment Authority of the City of Reading, organized under the 
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Pennsylvania Urban Redevelopment Law, 35 P.S. § 1701 et. seq., is a municipal authority having the 

power of eminent domain. The American Chain and Cable Property is located in an area that has 

been designated as a blighted area by the Redevelopment Authority of the City of Reading 

(hereinafter referred to as the "Authority"). The Authority may seek to take title to the American 

Chain and Cable Property as part of an Urban Redevelopment Plan ("Plan") which has been approved 

by the Authority and the City of Reading. Under this Plan, the Authority would acquire blighted 

residential, commercial and industrial properties, such as the American Chain and Cable Property, 

attempt to remediate contamination under Pennsylvania' s "brownfields" statute if needed, and resell 

these properties to viable entities in need of industrial properties. 

4. The American Chain and Cable Property is also located in an area where the residents 

have low-incomes and/or are members of minority groups. Redevelopment of this area would bring 

highly desirable industrial jobs back to an area that has not been economically prosperous for many 

years. Redevelopment of this area would improve the quality of life for the area' s residents. 

Specific Concerns 

I. The River Road Right of Way Runs Through a Portion of the Radioactive Slag Pile. 

5. As previously stated, the slag pile extends onto the River Road right of way. If the 

City decides to construct and open River Road, the possibility exists that there could be a release of 

radioactive material. 

6. Cabot Corporation' s own Radiological Assessment indicates that inhalation is the 

second greatest pathway for radiation exposure at this site. Inhalation would become increasingly 

important as an exposure pathway in a slag removal scenario. Constructing and opening River Road 

to public use may require extensive earth moving operations in and around the slag pile. Workers 
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and the public at large might be directly exposed to airborne residual radioactive material through 

earth moving operations. 

7. An order entered by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission would have a direct effect 

on the City of Reading and the Authority. If the Nuclear Regulatory Commission were to allow the 

slag to remain in the City' s River Road right of way, this might foreclose the possibility of obtaining 

necessary future access to other industrial areas of the City that could be, once again, placed into 

productive use. 

II. The Presence of the Radioactive Slag on the American Chain and Cable Property Will 
Lower Its Attractiveness to Industrial Buyers and Could Subject the Reading 

Redevelopment Authority to Financial Liability. 

8. The Authority may decide to take title to the American Chain and Cable Property 

through eminent domain proceedings in an effort to remediate the site under Pennsylvania' s 

brownfields statute and subsequently redevelop and resell the property to an industrial developer. 

9. The presence of the radioactive slag on the property would lower its attractiveness 

to an industrial buyer because there is always the possibility that a governmental agency such as the 

Nuclear Regulatory Commission, the United States Environmental Protection Agency, or the 

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection could seek to hold a subsequent buyer of the 

property responsible for any future environmental issues arising from the slag pile. 

I 0. If the Authority obtains and retains title to the land upon which the slag pile is located, 

the Authority would take the same risk of future governmental enforcement action in the event of any 

problems with the slag pile. Any action against the Authority would jeopardize the future viability 

of the Authority to reclaim blighted areas in the City of Reading and return them to a productive 

state. 
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WHEREFORE, as Solicitors for The Redevelopment Authority of the City of Reading and 

the City of Reading, we respectfully request a hearing in this matter. 

111868/000 1-62136-1 

RHODA, STOUDT & BRADLEY 

By: ~i~---/,E~. 
Timothy G. Dietrich, Esquire 
Carl J. Engleman Jr., Esquire 
Solicitors for the Reading Redevelopment Authority 
Berks County, Pennsylvania 
Sixth Floor, The Berkshire 
501 Washington Street, PO Box 877 
Reading, PA 19603-0877 
Telephone: (610) 374-8293 
Telecopier: (610) 374-6061 

By~ 
City of Reading 
Department of Law 
City Hall, Room 2-54 
815 Washington Street 
Reading, PA 19601-3690 
Telephone: (610) 655-6208 
Telecopier: (610) 655-6427 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE OF . 
RLH ! . . 

I, Carl J. Engleman Jr., Esquire, do hereby certify that a true anc;tl,~tirec;t copy of the Request 

for Hearing from the Redevelopment Authority of the City of Reading and the City of Reading was 

served upon the following by mailing the same by express mail, postage prepaid, on the 24th day of 

November, 1998: 

Secretary 
United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Attention: Rulemaking and Adjudications Staff 
Washington, DC 20555-0001 

Executive Director for Operations, 
United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, DC 20555-0001 

Cabot Performance Materials 
Attention: Mr. Anthony T . Campitelli 
P .O. Box 1608 
Boyertown, PA 19512 

RHODA, STOUDT & BRADLEY 

By: CJ/ ~k ti ; £.i'"j 
Carl J. Engleman Jr. , Esquire 
501 Washington Street, Box 877 
Reading, PA 19603-0877 
(610) 374-8293 

Dated: November 24, 1998 
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