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 MEMORANDUM AND ORDER
(Further Deferral of Filing of Proposed Findings)

Proposed findings of fact and conclusions of law in
this proceeding were originally scheduled to be filed by the
NRC Staff on November 6, 1998, with filings by the Licensee
and Staff reply findings scheduled for iater dates. On
‘ Novémber 4, 1998, both parties jointly requested an
extension until November 20, 1998 (for the Staff), with
proposed findings for the Licensee and reply findings of the
Staff also delayed, to accommodate ongoing settlement
negotiations. On.November 20, 1998, a further extension was
granted, requirihg filing by thelStaff by December 3, 1998.

On December 3, 1998, we received another extension
request, until December 10, 1998 for the Staff. The Staff
advises that “[u]lnfortunately, the partieé have not

completed their approval of the wording to be used in the
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settlement agreement.” The differences are said to be
“minor."”

Recognizing the desirability of reaching a settlement
to which both parties agree, we hereby grant the Staff'’s
request. The dates for filing the proposed findings of all
parties are hereby deferred one additional week from the
dates now established. Reflecting the desirability of
settlement, the Licensing Board notes that, if the parties
desire, it could appoint a Settlement Judge (not a member of
the instant Atomic Safety and Licensing Board) to assist the
parties in reaching an amicable settlement. A request for-
éuch service should be made to this Board.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

For the Atomic Safety and
Licensing Board :

Charles Bechhoeferd/Chalrman
ADMINISTRATIVE JUD

Rockville, Maryland
December 3, 1998
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