
DUKE POWER COMIPANy 

POWER BuiLDING 
422 SOUTH CHURCH STREET, CHARLOTTE, N C. 28242 

WILLIAM 0. PARKER, JR.  

S PROUIN December 20, 1979 TELEPHONE: AREA 704 
373-4083 

Mr. James P. O'Reilly, Director 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Region II 
101 Marietta Street, Suite 3100 
Atlanta, GA 30303 

Re: Oconee /3 
Docket No. 50-287 

Dear Mr. O'Reilly: 

On October 17,' 1979, your office was informed of an incident which involved the spilling of some slightly contaminated water from the Low Pressure Injection (LPI) system. This report is submitted at your request in order to provide further details of the incident and the subsequent corrective actions.  

On October 16, 1979, Oconee 3 was in cold shutdown when LPI loop B was realigned for service subsequent to valve maintenance. However, valve 3aWD-152, the LPI header B vent valve, was inadvertently left open, allowing approximately 1500 gallons of reactor coolant to spill into the west penetration room. Valve 3GWD-152 had been opened initially to aid in draining the LPI loop'prior to performing the valve maintenance. Approximately 130 gallons escaped from the penetration room and flowed onto the ground near the Oconee 3 borated water storage tank. Prior to returning LPI loop B to service a check was made to assure that valve 3GWD-152 was closed, but the 
valve's handwheel was missing, so an attempt was made to turn the valve's stem., When the stem could not be moved, it was assumed that the valve was closed.  During performance of double verification of valve alignment, the valve was found to be open and was closed, terminating the spill.  

The activity of the water released was only 2.25x10-3 1JC/ml, and the spill was cleaned up to acceptable limits.  

Dams have been constructed in the penetration rooms to prevent water from flowing outside. Permanent curbing will be installed in the rooms, and additional floor drains will be provided. At the time of the spill, verification of correct valve lineup was not required to be completed prior to returnin a 
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UNITED STATES 

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20555 

MEMORANDUM FOR: TERA Corp.  

FROM: US NRC/TIDC/Distribution Services Branch 

SUBJECT: Special Document Handling Requirements 

1. Please use the following special distribution list for the 
attached document.  

The attached document requires the following special 
considerations: 

Do not send oversize enclosure to the NRC PDR.  

Only one oversize enclosure was received - please 

return for Regulatory File storage.  

Proprietary information - send affidavic only to 
the NRC PDR 

Other: (specify) 

cc: DSB Files TIDC/DSB Authorized Signature
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