UNITED STATES

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555-0001

April 18, 2016

Mr. Ralph Hill, Vice President

Nuclear Codes and Standards

American Society of Mechanical Engineers
Three Park Avenue

New York, NY 10016-5990

SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO REQUEST FOR REVISION TO REGULATORY GUIDES,
NUREG-0800, AND 10 CFR 50.55A THAT REFERENCE ASME NUCLEAR
CODES AND STANDARDS

Dear Mr. Hill:

In your letter of July 21, 2014, (NRC’s Agencywide Documents Access Accession (ADAMS) No.
ML14204A081), on behalf of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers, you requested that
the NRC revise several NRC Regulatory Guides; NUREG-0800, “Standard Review Plan for the
Review of Safety Analysis Reports for Nuclear Power Plants: LWR Edition;” and 10 CFR
50.55a, “Codes and Standards.” This letter provides our response to that request.

Enclosed is a summary of the status of NRC reviews and revisions for the affected documents,
as well as our plans for revising individual guidance documents.

Your request to revise 10 CFR 50.55a was initially treated as a petition for rulemaking. The
NRC denied the petition in a separate letter dated October 10, 2014 (ADAMS Accession No.
ML14233A112). Nonetheless, | am providing the information in the enclosure to inform you of
the staff’s plans to update its rules and regulatory guidance.

Please note that the NRC performs a periodic review of its regulatory guides every five years
and posts the results and its plans for updating the guides on its public website under the
regulatory guides document collection at: http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/reg-
guides/#guides.

Thank you again for informing us of these issues.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Brian E. Thomas

Director, Division of Engineering

NRC Standards Executive

Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research

Enclosure:
As stated
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