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MEMORANDUM TO:  Bo Pham, Acting Deputy Director 
Division of Spent Fuel Management, NMSS 

 
FROM:    Pierre Saverot, Project Manager    /RA/        

Spent Fuel Licensing Branch 
Division of Spent Fuel Management, NMSS 

 
SUBJECT:   SUMMARY OF MARCH 16, 2016, PARTIALLY CLOSED 

MEETING WITH AREVA 
 
Background 
 
AREVA is planning to submit an amendment request for the Model No. MP- 197 HB package to 
allow poison rods assembly for criticality control in addition to burnup credit.  This amendment 
request is applicable only for the NUHOMS®-32PTH1 Dry Shielded Canister (DSC). 
 
The meeting was noticed on February 8, 2016 (ML16039A087).  The list of meeting attendees is 
provided as Enclosure 1.  The public meeting handouts are provided as Enclosure 2. 
   
Discussion 
 
AREVA explained their future licensing actions for the Model No. MP- 197 HB package:   
 

(1) An amendment request for Revision No. 8 of the certificate of compliance (CoC) will be 
submitted this summer to increase the maximum authorized assembly average burnup 
from 62 to 70 GWD/MTU.  This amendment request, applicable only for the 69 BTH Dry 
Shielded Canister (DSC), will also include an alternate inner top cover plate closure weld 
design and changes to the fuel qualification tables currently included in Revision No. 7 of 
the CoC. 

 
(2) An amendment request for revision No. 9 of the CoC will be submitted later this year or 

early next year for significantly underburned fuel assemblies from the shutdown of 
Crystal River 3.  This amendment request is required because the existing analyses and 
loading curves for the package do not allow underburned fuel assemblies and will be 
applicable only for the NUHOMS®-32PTH1 DSC. 

 
There are about 1200 fuel assemblies from Crystal River 3 to be loaded.  Some fuel assemblies 
are damaged, but not failed, and can fully perform their functions during handling.  The licensing 
approach will consider: (i) what was done for Revision No. 7 of the CoC, (ii) the NRC Interim 
Staff Guidance 8, Revision 3, and (iii) the Regulatory Information Summary (RIS 2015-xx) which 
was not available at the time revision No. 7 of the CoC was issued. 
 
The criticality evaluation will allow depleted control rods assembly for criticality control in 
addition to burnup credit.  Depleted rods are of the Ag-In-Cd alloy rod type employed as PWR 
control rods. 
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The meeting went into a closed session to discuss specific details of the licensing approach as 
proposed by AREVA, e.g., limiting phenomena for PWR control rods, control rod swelling, 
design requirements, control rod in core insertion history and worth study, control rod depletion 
and load of poison rods in fuel assemblies.   
 
Staff offered its views and comments and said the proposed licensing approach was well 
thought of.  Staff made no regulatory commitments during the meeting. 
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