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WILLIAM O. PARKER, JR. August 30, 1978
Vice PRESIDENT ?

Steam PRODUCTION

Dear Mr. 0'Reilly:

Pursuant to Sections 6.2 and 6.6.2 of the Oconee Nuclear Station'Technical

TELEPHONE: AREA 704

373-4083
_Mr. James P. O'Reilly, Director = .
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Comm1551on & r
Region II : e L
101 Marietta Street, Suite 3100 o ;hi
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 - =2
i o
= Zw
. —i o
RE: Oconee Unit 3 v ég
Docket No. 50-287 o =

Specifications, please find attached Reportable Occurrence Report R0-287/78-11.

Very truly yours,
William O Parker, Jr. ¢

KRw:scs
Attachment

cc: Director, Office of Management Information
and Program Control



DUKE POWER COMPANY

OCONEE UNIT 3

Report Number: RO—287/78—11

Report Date: August 30, 1978

Occurrence Date: July 27, 1978
Fécilitz: Oconee Unit 3, Seneca, South Carolina

Identification of Occurrence: Instrumentation and Control Battery Inopérable

Conditions Prior to Occurrence: 100% Full Power

Description of Occurrence:

At approximately 1440 on July 27, 1978, IP/0/A/3000/3, I & C Battery Capability
Test on Battery 3CB was started. The test requires the battery to maintain 600
amps for 1 hour. Approximately 20 minutes into the test period, a terminal on
the battery started smoking and began to melt. The battery discharge unit
tripped and personnel determined that the battery would be unable to maintain
the load for the required test period and ordered the cell replaced to prevent
further damage. During the cell replacement, Battery 3CB was out-of-service
which constituted operation in a degraded mode, which is authorized for 48
hours by Oconee Technical Specification 3.7.2. The battery was returned to
service by 0900 on July 28, 1978. '

Apparent Cause of Occurrence:

The exact cause for the terminal failure has not been determined. It is possible
that either the terminal was defective or that the connections were not secure.

Analysis of Occurrence:

Battery 3CB is one of the two power sources to the Unit 3 125 VDC distribution
centers and panel boards. The redundant source was fully operable. Alternate
DC power supplies were also available from the cross-connected Unit 1 I & C
batteries. Since adequate alternate sources of power existed throughout the
incident there were no adverse effects on public health and safety.

~ Corrective Actionms:
The battery cell with the defective terminal was replaced promptly.

" A procedure has been written which will require annual inspection and cleaning
of the terminals and connections to prevent future occurrences of this type.
Pending the outcome of discussions with the manufacturer; some components may be
replaced on the terminal connectors to improve reliability.
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