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DUKE POWER COMPANY 
POWER BUILDING 

422 SOUTH CHURCH STREET, CHARLOTTE, N. C. 28242 

WILLIAM 0. PARKER,JR. September 19, 1978 
VICE PRESIDENT TELEPHONE: AREA 704 

STEAM PRODUCTION 373-4083 

Mr. James P. O'Reilly, Director 
.U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Region II 
101 Marietta Street, Suite 3100 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 

RE: Oconee Unit 3 
Docket No. 50-287 

Dear Mr. O'Reilly: 

Pursuant to Sections 6.2 and 6.6.2 of the Oconee Nuclear StaionTechnical 
Specifications, please find attached Reportable Occurrence Report RO-287/7851!3.  

Very truly yours, 

William 0. Parker, Jr.  

KRW:scs 
Attachment 

cc: Director, Office of Management Information 
and Program Control 
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DUKE POWER COMPANY 
OCONEE UNIT 3 

Report Number: RO-287/78-13 

Report Date: September 19, 1978 

Occurrence Date: August 23, 1978 

Facility: Oconee Unit 3, Seneca, South Carolina 

Identification of Occurrence:. Reactor Building Cooling Unit Inoperable 

Conditions Prior to Occurrence: 100% FP 

Description of Occurrence: 

On August 22, 1978, the torque switch for 3LPSW-24 failed, causing the valve to 

be inoperable in the closed position (ES position is open). On August 23, 1978 

during-the performance of OP/3/A/1104/15 the position indicator for 3LPSW-21 

indicated that the valve had failed in an intermediate position. The two apparent 

valve failures removed two of the three Reactor Building cooling units (RBCU) from 

service. A unit shutdown (10%/hr) was commenced at 0830 as required by Oconee 

Nuclear Station Technical Specification 3.3.1. At 0935 it-was determined that 

3LPSW-21 was in its full open position and that the apparent valve failure was 

actually a failure of the position indicator. The unit shutdown was terminated.  

Apparent Cause of Occurrence: 

The cause of the inoperability of 3LPSW-24 was the failure of the valve operator 

torque switch. The torque switch failed due to corrosion.  

The cause.of the 'apparent' inoperability of 3LPSW-21 was the failure of the valve's 

position indicator to properly show the valve's position. The cause of this 

failure was the maladjustment of the open/close limit switch.  

Analysis of Occurrence: 

The apparent inoperability of two-out-of-three RBCU's did not, in fact, occur.  

One train of the RB Cooling System was indeed inoperable due to the failure of 

3LPSW-24 (discharge.valve on RBCU 3C). The 3B train was declared inoperable due 

to the failure of the indicator to accurately reflect the.position.of 3LPSW-21 

(discharge. valve on RBCU 3C). The valve was functioning properly throughout the 

incident and would have assumed its ES position, if required. Thus only one train 

of the RB Cooling System was inoperable and its inoperability lasted less than 24 

hours. Technical Specification 3.3.5 allows the inoperability of one train for 

periods up to 24 hours for repairs and maintenance. Therefore, there were no 

adverse effects on public health and safety as a result of this occurrence.  

Corrective Action: 

The torque switch on LPSW-24 was replaced and the limit switch on LPSW-21 was 

readjusted to properly reflect the valve's position.
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LICENSEE EVENT REPORT EXHIBIT A 
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EVENT DESCRIPTION ANO PROBABLE CONSEQUENCES G 
or2 I Durina power operation, the torque switch for valve 3LPSW-24 failed causing 

5 the valve to be inoperable in the closed position. This caused one train of 

roT7 RB cooling to be inoperable. The two redundant trains were available if 

ro r~ necessary. No adverse effects to the public resulted.  
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