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Attention: Mr. R. Reid, Chief
Operating Reactors Branch #4

Reference: Oconee Nuclear Station, Unit 2
Docket No. 50-270 ‘

Dear Mr. Case:

Oconee Nuclear Station, Unit 2, is currently operating at full rated
power with a shorted stator on rod 6 of safety group 4. The rod is
being maintained in the fully withdrawn position by phase C-C. Any
loss of power to the phase will cause the rod to drop. There is one
surveillance test which is required to be performed and, if conducted,
will result in momentary loss of power to the stator causing the rod
to drop. With this rod inserted into the core, the unit will be
required to be shut down in order to repair the stator. A forced
unit shutdown at this time would have a significant and adverse
effect on the generating capability of Duke Power's grid system.

In this regard, an emergency revision to the Oconee Nuclear Station
Technical Specifications is requested to authorize an extension of
seven days to the maximum allowable surveillance interval associated
with this surveillance test. This test 1s based on the requirements
contained in Specification 4.1, Table 4.1-2, Item 1, Control Rod
Movement. It -is required to be performed bi-weekly, and is due by

June 27, 1978. If performed, it will result in dropping rod 6 of
safety group 4 into the core. With the seven-day extension, this
surveillance test would be performed by July 4, 1978. At this later
date, the effect of a Unit 2 shutdown would be less severe than earlier
in the week. It is proposed that only the portion of this test that
directly affects rod 6 of safety'group 4 be delayed. The control rod
movement test would be performed ‘on ,a11 control rods other than rod 6 of
group 4 by June 27, :1978.° This would provide added assurance that the
remaining portions of the rod control system are fully operational

and that the probability of malfunction occurring to any ‘rod control
system component during the requested extension period is minimal.
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QUESTION 4

RESPONSE

‘Provide the results of wire inspection and testing for one wire

in the broken tendon 2D28, as prescribed in the Technical
Specification.

Tendon wires from Unit 2 are currently being tested. A final
report of the .results of the tendon surveillance inspection
of Unit 2 will be provided by December 1, 1978.



