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DUKE POWER COMPANY 
POWER BUILDING 

422 SOUTH GHURCH STREET, CHARLOTTE, N. G. 28201 

A. G. THIES 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT P. 0. Box 2178 

PRODUCTION AND TRANSMISSION 

June 4, 1974 

Mr. Angelo Giambusso 
Deputy Director for Reactor Projects 
Directorate of Licensing 
Office of Regulation 
U. S. Atomic Energy Commission 
Washington, D. C. 20545 

Re: Oconee Unit 2 
Docket No. 50-270 

Dear Mr. Giambusso: 

Pursuant to Sections 6.2 and 6.6.2 of the Oconee Nuclear Station 
Technical Specifications, please find attached Abnormal Occurrence 
Report AO-270/74-6.  

Very truly yours, 

A. C. Thies 

ACT:gje 
Attachment 

cc: Mr. Norman C. Moseley 

REGULATORY DOCKET FILE COPY 

5258 a



e 

;P7 

DUKE POWER.COMPANY 
OCONEE UNIT 2 

Report No.: AO-270/74-6 

Report Date: June 4, 1974 

Occurrence Date: May 25, 1974 

Facility: . Oconee Unit 2, Seneca, South Carolina 

Identification of Occurrence: Underpressurization of core flood tank 2B 

Conditions Prior to Occurrence: Operation at .25 percent full.power 

Description of Occurrence: 

On May 25, 1974, the pressure in Oconee Unit 2 core flood tank 2B dropped to 
568 psig. Technical Specification 3.3 requires that pressure in the core 
flood tank be 600.+ 25 psig. Shortly.before.the.occurrence, a slow leak 
of the nitrogen used to pressurize the core flood tank had been-detected, 
and an investigation was underway. A low pressure alarm was received when 
the tank pressure dropped-to 585 psig, and apparently the alarm was ac
knowledged while clearing an alarm condition on low flow from.the condensate 
hotwell pump 2A. After pressure had dropped to 571 psig, the low pressure 
condition was detected on the alarm video presentation. The core flood tank 
was then pressurized to within the limits required by the Technical Specifi
cations. During the occurrence, tank pressure did not drop-below 568 psig.  

Designation of Apparent Cause of Occurrence: 

The apparent cause of the occurrence was failure of the operator to respond 
in a timely manner to an alarm.condition.  

Analysis of Occurrence: 

During this occurrence, pressure in the core flood tank decreased below the 
minimum of 575 psig by a maximum of 7 psi. Core flood tank 2A was within 
the proper pressure range. In the.event that core flood system actuation 
would have been required, the system would have-functioned to inject water 
into the core with only a slight delay between actuation of the two tanks.  
It is concluded that this occurrence did not affect the safe operation of the 
plant or the health and safety of the public.  

Corrective Action: 

The Shift Supervisor discussed the incident with the operators involved at 
the time of the occurrence. Station management will discuss this incident 
and the importance.of proper and timely response to alarms with all operating 
personnel.


