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WILLIAM O. PARKER, JR,
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Mr. James P. O'Reilly, Director
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Region II

101 Marietta Street, Suite 3100
Atlanta, GA 30303
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Dear Mr. O'Reilly:

On July 24, 1979, your office was informed that a shutdown of Oconee Unit 1
had been initiated as a result of the discovery of a steam generator tube leak.
This letter is submitted providing preliminary details of the leakage, since
investigation of the incident is still underway. It is anticipated that
Reportable Occurrence Report R0O-269/79-24 will be transmitted to your office
by August 20, 1979, providing a more complete description of the incident.

Shutdown of Unit 1 from approximately 25% full power was initiated when tube
leakage in once-through steam generator (OTSG) 1B was calculated to be
approximately 0.48 gpm. Oconee Nuclear Station Technical Specification
.3.1.6.4 requires that Unit 1 be shut down whenever OTSG tube leakage exceeds
0.3 gpm. Initial pressure testing indicated that peripheral tube 73-130
was leaking. Eddy-current testing was conducted for approximately 330 tubes,
including approximately 40 near tube 73-130. Also included were 40 tubes

~ which had previously exhibited some degree of degradation. Tube 73-130
was found to have a through-wall indication of approximately 807% at the l4th
support plate, but no other tube was determined to be sufficiently degraded
to require plugging. Since tube 73-130 was located in the periphery of the
tube bundle, consideration was given to removing it. However, removal was
determined to be too difficult, and the tube was stabilized. All of the tubes
inspected at this outage will be reinspected during the next refueling outage.
Hydrostatic testing conducted subsequent to plugging tube 73-130 indicated
that the leak had bec¢ repaired, and Unit 1 was ready to resume power operation.

Vedy truly yours,

William O. Parker, Jr.
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cc: Director, Office"of

- Management Information¥
and Program Control

7908100419
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