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323533 Gentlemen:
g \, 'Th1s Tetter ic to provide. c rzents for the E PA heiring ‘to be held June
H il 21, 1584 in -ecponse to the eserpted aquifer pezition submitted by
K4 ﬁg Wyoming'Fue1 ferzzany. :

points of conflict betwean 3 he petition and the

We will eddrecs I rai
~ he EBA and NDEC,

E2A rules and ==
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ter 1, Subpart &, 1£5.¢
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hat an USDW s -

~7; 58 sgquiver if it
1al disscived solids
ZC.and less than

s riza including: "{c) The
civteet -9 the groundwater is mare the

we 3. "uel fompany's submitted data shows the proposed
wrtrd 'qu*-&r to contain grcungwater that hes much less than
3,070 rasL T0S \F‘cnue 1,000 me/L to E,-Ou re/l). :

Therz“sre, zhe L'SD»\ dces rat et ‘.*'-'e criteria for exempted

2. The %Nazoscba Deparitast of Tavielr.gntgl v' ro} (HDEC) PRules

end “rgulations - Title - 22 Crorter 10 mnon) 020 -
gefi- W eren (,ted »qui.ar es.an "U '~:-":'..ec fcarce of Drinking
Water™ fULoW, which has blen cxar gt “Aer (Fapter 5. Defini-
tion :_‘_As Azfines an USTW on an :-r:, er ».Mch in 055.02: "In
which the Lroundwater f.oniéing f-:f.er than 10,000 mg/L total
direslied selids”, ' '
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Sirie e EPA regulat ions «re rire restrictive than the XDEC

vules, (he EPA wlps shouid s .ireede Lhe WDEC ru}es.
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3. Hyoming Fuel has not shown that the lower Chadron is.a separate
unit of the Regional aquifer which includas the Chadron and the
Srule. If the lower Chadron is hydraulically connected with
the Brule, any injection ‘would ‘“endanger drinking water
sources" which is a violation of Title 40, Chapter 1, Subpart
A, 144 1(e). . o S o

We have prepared an alternate geologic interpretation (Figures
"1 and 2 of this letter) based on thé Wyoming Fuel data sub-
mitted in the exemption petition. The alternate interpretation
is a physical:model which .includes faults to explain changes
between -bore hales. Faults are known to occur in ‘the region in
connection. with springs. Thus the fault fractures play an
important role. in ‘the flow system by providing upward movement
aleng faults. The best example: of this is the large -spring
(1,000 GPM) at Fort Robinson.State Park located about 6 miles
west of Boring numbered PT-7.  Numerous smaller springs .occur
in the area northwest to northeast of Boring numbered PT-7. It
is possible that the disruption of grouncdwater flow by faulting
caused. the uranium ore to be deposited in the first place.

The turden of proof is on the mining company to show that the Lower
Chadren is isglated from the remainder of the Regicnel Aquifer. The pump
test was of limitsd scope. It would prove icolation of *he Lower Chadron
only cut to & <istance of ! mile from the tecsted well, . It is possibie
~that the priocied Resaarch - end "Develogment area is situated on ore
Tsciziec Tault bieck. Under this condition it would meet the criteric.

Faditicrel pump tests of lenger duration and cver exiended arees are
fecCed 0 Fap the zrient of the isclation of the Lower Chacren. - feochys-
icel prospeciing can detect zones oOf fractures. Arngle-drilled koles
zCross curpecied Traciures could provide locetions for in-place peimea-
bitity tests ~hick could show the existence. of vertical permeable zores
wiich vould oorect all the ceclogic units into ore aauifer.

A rules do not &llow an zquifer exsmption for thic
“cxuse EPA rules are more stringi-nt than NDEC rules, the
T..2 sypercede. '
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